
Mr. M. K. North, A.M.I.C.E., Inspector of the Local Government Board, held an enquiry on 
Friday at the National Schools, Wheatley, in respect of the application of the Urban District 
Council to borrow £2,500 for purposes of sewerage and sewage disposal. Among those present 
were the Vicar (Rev. A. Sturgis), Messrs. A. U. Franklin (clerk to the Council), W. Dyson-Wood 
(medical officer of health), E. Nevell (chairman of the Council), Samuel Sheldon (surveyor to the 
Council), George Winship (engineer). Leyshon, Walter Tyndale, J. P. Frampton, F. H. Alder, 
Barns, etc. 

The Clerk, having read the usual notices, said that the population of the village at the last census 
was about 920, and there had been no change since that time. The assessable value was £2,027 
11s. Id. There was no balance on outstanding loans and the amount they wished to borrow was 
£2,500, for about 60 years. A local Board was formed in [actually 1858] 1888 or 1889 for the 
purpose of carrying through a drainage scheme, by means of which the brook which ran through 
Wheatley- was covered in by what had been called ‘The Culvert’ which was treated as a sewer 
and connections made with it. No complaints had been made at any time as to the nature of the 
drainage either by the medical officer of health or any ratepayer. On the 19th of April, 1898, an 
application came from the Inspectors of the Thames Conservancy to open the street and the culvert, 
and the Council at once gave permission for that to be done. On the 27th June, 1898, notice was 
received from the Thames Conservancy requiring the Council to discontinue within three months 
of the date of serving of  the notice, flowing all matter into a tributary of  the River Thames, 
whether from sewers, drains, pipes, or channels. On that the Council approached the medical 
officer of health and applied for further time. Later, however, Mr. Winship was called in, and he 
provided a scheme which did away with the culvert altogether. [for the purpose of sewerage 
disposal] That was the scheme for which that enquiry was called. 


