
2629 History of schooling in Wheatley 

 

Typed extract from hand-written notes, undated and no source indicated. 

 

First-known reference to schooling is in the Will of Dame Elizabeth Curzon, about 

1688, where the interest on £100 is to be laid out for apprenticing and schooling for the poor 

children of Wheatley. Nothing happened for a very long time but, eventually, the money was 

used to buy land. In the late 19th century some money was used to pay school fees for poor 

children (no details). In 1982, 5 acres of land was sold for £12,800. 

 

In 1759, the Bishop paid a master 12 shillings annually to teach children to read and 

write. This didn’t last for long. 

 

In 1813, the overseers paid 13/3d. to Valentine Guy for schooling boys. 

 

Bishop Moss left £3,000 to trustees. £500 went to the Radcliffe Infirmary, the balance 

for setting up schools in Cuddesdon and Wheatley. There were ambitious plans to build a 

school for 50 paying children (of farmers, tradesmen and journeymen) and 87 poor children, 

based on 6 sq. ft. per child so a room 40 x 30 ft. was planned. These plans came to nought. 

But, in 1818, the trustees acquired a house in High Street, details of which are recorded 

elsewhere in the archive. Valentine Guy became the master, succeeded by his nephew Mr 

Saunders. 

 

Edward Elton found the building ‘wretched’ and the school was badly in debt and the 

teachers were unsatisfactory. This led to the building of the school in Church Road, also 

detailed elsewhere. The new school cost £789 to build and funds were raised from  

£110 from the sale of the High Street site, bought for £300 

£357 grant 

Donations from Bishop, All Souls College, University, G E Street, solicitor etc. 

 

Elton and family supported the school by almost daily visits. A sewing class was 

established in 1872. The logbooks (apparently) record his daily topic of the curriculum, 

general school life, the weather etc. [As noted on record 1747, historical documents are held 

at Wheatley Primary School, supplemented by the following information from various 

sources.  

Dalton Directory 1863 and Melville 1867, headmaster George Wright 

Record 1979 refers to William Thompson from 1876-1880 

Kelly 1883 headmaster John Knight and headmistress Miss Sarah Kempton 

Kelly 1887, headmaster Henry James Woolridge] 

Matters improved in 1891 when Rees Leyshon was appointed and this period onwards 

is covered briefly in this hand-written report and in the existing archive. 


