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yxford Times. Jan., 23 1897, Y . : ;f}
WHEATLEY. The firet sale of the New Year was held on Thursday when a
capital commencement was made with an excellent supply of etock, a fair
trade and good company. Messrs Franklin & Jones brought to the hammer
54 fat oxen and heifers, 5 calves and 260 fst tegs, wether sheep and ewes
and with few exceptions the lots were readily disposed of, finding buyers
from Aylesbury, Oxford, Thame, Watlington, Stadhampton Stanton St. John
and the district around.

The market being closed for pigs made & great difference in the

appearance of the sale yard, this class being generally well represented.

Jan. 2% 1904.

Population last census 1901 873, ,
previous 920 ~
~before that 1000 -
B, Smith Left Wheatley in 1888 : unemployment was very bdd: 30men

might be seen outside the old post office. MNre Miller started = soup

kitchen at the Merry Bekls.
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Mr Sturges. )
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I.ist of subscriptlonsg €iC. 1880 -~ 1821, \

"Excellenﬁ free dinners ﬁére provided at the 'Herry éells' during
the depth of the winter, when many parents were out of work, and it was (;\
a pleasure to see effect produced upon the schoolchildren., Many thanks“ifi
are due to all those who so kindly helped to make the dinners orderly,
and supplied willing hande to assist in serving out the soup ete. The Zme
"Merry Bells" has never been put to better use. Whatever the sins of the
pavents may be, the hungry faces and ragged clothes of their poor little
children sppeal piteously to every Christian heart. "

Voluntary subgseriptions were made for the School,Clothing and Coal

OClub, Mothers' Meeting, Choir Fund, Offertory Fund. There were Prawident
Giubs and.a Shoe Clubsat both schools. Subscriptions were given towards

the upkeep of the 01d Churchyard , which was 1laid out and planted with
shrubs - under Mr Broadfoot's supervision.
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From "Period Piecc
"-—— not many people in Cambridge who had carriages, apart from the
doctors, who drove about in broughame, in their dop hats and froeck coats.
-—-—for the most part people depended on flies - four-wheelers - until
firet the trieycle, then the gafety bicycle came in: and then bicyecles
became the chief wvehicles for ladies paying calle.
" -~ racing the tram was a Cambridge sport: a running child could beat
it easily".

Mrs A.Life.

"Cooper's engine with the man and his red flag walking ahead. ---the great
event of seeing a mofor car when out for one's afternoon walk. Mrs Miller

taking her airing in a carriage drawn by a pair of spanking black horses™.

e
i o A R

¥rs Hanson ssys in 1905
2 The doectdr has a car; he has Juet had to have 2 man from Birmingham
for a week to put it in order. The cars are costly eattle. I think in
Fngland avcarriage and palr a more enjoyable luxury than a car. !
In earl#er dsys mechanicslly propelled vehicles had a man with a red

them
flag precedéﬂém as did Cooper's engine, which greatly excited the children

In that most entertaining book "Period Plece" Mra Gwen Raverat says:—
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3. _ROADSY TRANSPORTS LIGHTING, HEATING, COMMUNICATIONS,

Oxford Times.
Jan. 2 1897. under ' Local eveling notes'
" A motor car attracted a large smount of attention in Bxford this

evening. The horseless vehicle was to be observed in High Street

maeking its way towards Carfsx at = pace of about gix miles per hour.

It appeared to be propelled by steam and with the exception of the
-wheeds sound caused by the iron tyres o% the wheels coming in contact
with the road, was practically noiseless. It was a somewhat cumbersome
concern, van-shaped, and evidently built for conveying several persons
or a guantity of luggage. The top was covered in, the sides in the rear
portion being open. The front portion was boxed in, the mechanism peing
situated in this part, where the manipulators were 2lso seated. The
vehicle excited the curiositﬁ of 2 number of people, many of whom
followed it along the street. This is, I believe, the farst horseless
carriage that has been seen in practical use in Oxford: the one that
came round the streetssin a recent eircus procession being drawn dby a
horse. ( signed by ™udguard")
¥rs Bayley
" My earliest recollection isg of being pushed about in a high perambulato
shaped rather like a tin bath with handles at esch end and no hood.
Older children were pushed in wooden slatted mailcarts with a centre
division and seats facing each way - the children sitting back to back.™
" He (Dr Barns) was one of the first people to own a motor car in the-
villageand it was an object of great interest to us all, for a long time

and when we heard it coming we rushed to the gide of the read to see

; 1 D Do Loy ok Sandhe o JHmn alpo heda can — a foue whasled pee nils &
it Pass. g j\l‘--&{‘ LA g & e 7l i o ’
're Faneon. " The Dr here has a car; he has just had to have a man

from Birmingham for a week to put it in order. The cars are costly cattle
~— T M Tncland & camings aad paat & e Smie ja%{e busicsny e 4 cant,
-._ Ry o £ J [ 1
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Mres Bayley.
oo

Sometimes we went to the Chinnor hills by horse-drawn brake, "
" Tt (milk) was brought {( to the station) in horse-drawn milk-carts”

" Tn those days the farmers from all the villages round Wheatley used
to send the milk to London on the 8.40 train. It was brought in churns
in horse-drswn milkecarts and the men used to put it on the tra;ﬁnd take
away the empty churns. They eall went down to the Post Office té fetch
the papers for the various villages. Very few people took daily papers
and the news was passed from one to another. 'When any great event

too¥ place we usually had a copy of the Illustrated London News to see
211 the pictures, and this was passed around. "

" When I was twelve years old @ went to Oxford to school each day by
train. Many others went too. We went by the 8.40 a.m. but could not returr
until the 6.20 p.m. ——="

" Phere was no electricity or gas in the village and the streets were
lighted by oil lamps. The roads were very maddy in winter time and
children wore high - buttoned boots. The farm- carts made the lanes
very muddy and full of ruts and the mud often reached half-way to the &
hub of the wheels in wet weather.

The streets of Oxford were cobbled, with tram iines in the centre.

The trams were horse—drawn and the seats on top open to the weather.
They did not travel very fast and often it saved time to walk)"

" We 1iked to ride in the farm waggons —=="

"

" The gtage coach used to run from the "Mitre"in Oxford to London. It
i

stopped a. the "King's Arms" and at the "@Eee Pigeons" to pick up
b
i
passengers and to change horses and w%liked to hear the horn and see

11} H
the scarlet coat of the driver.
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if they wanted to go to Oxford they walked over Shotover Plain".
ghe nmen wore thick boots with neil-studded soles and the women slipped t
their feet into "pattens " to keep them out of the mud. These were
wooden solegs with a leather toe-cap and strap and an iron ring underneath

to raise them from the ground. They usually kept them by the door and
slipped them on over their shoes when they wanted to go out. On dark

nightes we carried lanterns to light the way.

" Two- wheeled carrier carts with tilts made 2- weekly journeys to Oxford
followed a few years later by 4-wheeled vans.,"

" o means of getting to O0xfrod Eye Hospital by 10 a.m. either by train
or.otherwiée. I had to walk from Wheatley to get there for treatment.

The firset down train was too late. It used to he interesting to see women
gtart off on Saturday.mornings 7 g.m. or before with huge bacskets to

walk over the Plain to do thelr shopping returned about noon. MNilk carts
brought the Churns from the surrounding farme to be sent to London daily
by rail. ™

" T think one of the firet motor csrs that appeared in Wheatley waes

Dr Barns'. "

dob . [obiers 7o e
" Herbert chose me some very good sorts of 1amps»a11 German "The Wonder"
and some that put themselves out if they are upset, but three out of five
were defective and have had to go back to EaglestonYs.

" ——we get most of our supplies from Oxford by carrier."

Ventions that 3rd class return by train to Oxford is 10d.

" y ' Loy w2y v fL A
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AT Favn e cocuony via Whealle, Walln. .
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glad to walk home after the concert ---by moon and starlight
with some Whestley ladies who had an electric lantern which on a dark
Oxfo@d
nbght must be fmvalusble. Tramps are numerous on the roads - one of our
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Mre Haneon. She and Bertie invited me to ot ¥y the night but I was

companions last night said a poor women with vegets in a donkey cart
had been stopped at ¢ a.m. Dby 2 tramps and her fortune (2/6) taken from
her lately,"

" My freely spending daur ordered me & fly for me to go too"
to call at Holton Park. )

" Trgins go frequently from there (Aylesvbyry ) and but rarely from here"

(to London)
" -=J. is very good in trailing me every day now: on Priddy he took me
all the way to Appleton thro' Oxford and by Cumnor Hill. T walked up the %
long hill - it is very hard work trailinggup hill: the wind was very
strong against us all the way and at last T took off my great flopping hatl'
" There is a large show at Olympis of motor cars: Julius has taken sand-
wiches and is just going by an excursion train (3/6 return) to see it. "
" Mrs Burton's twins are due here this afternoon . Jd. engaged Spearing;s hig

fly to take them from the train at 4.2% to Vrs Allen's lodgines at Forest

P Y A e ‘ - e F e {7
Hill. b i\a‘i'\é’.n pei. 4,}5 W.’Ln {;J SIE f3ed S u::-’v{g;’[_'»} b A& Ved lf'g_e'-.- l'!t‘%i o
e M1 . g i ! 2 . ;.
i i-’:z.';.«.'?-wg P fw"éf{a L {;,‘ ‘»)L ‘}:’f E’«':JE-L ;’4 ;";‘ O e hi ‘-J!.”{'S‘_F -

" Bd is still bronzed by the sun of Normandy wheré he speht a fortnight

lately with Blanche - trailing her and fishingf" 

" ——(from Paddington) we had a pbeasant drive seross London in s hansom

--motor cars and buses abound now."

? B takes such a dreadfully long time to get our news of each other -
how much may happen in 5 weeks ——- and 5 more weeks before we get an answerf"
" Julius--- cycled to Salter'sh%his%morning and returned walking with the

canoe perched upon the trailer also céﬁ&ucting the cyele back",



