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Rogues’s March Synopsis. 

The play opens with the song Rogue’s March interspersed with short scenes on 
shadow screens showing the progress of:- 

1 Jacky’s arrest 
2 Court Martial 
3 Death Sentence 
4 Commutation to imprisonment 

 
 

ACT 1 1920 
 
SCENE 1  OUTSIDE ALDERSHOT MILITARY PRISON 
 
Having finished his sentence, Jacky is met by an old army friend, Hamish.  
Jacky thought he would be going to Glasgow to stay with Hamish but Hamish 
has other ideas. 
 
SCENE 2  LONDON PUB                 The Old Bull And Bush 
Hamish tells Jacky he must go home to his Oxfordshire village, Rowscott. 
(Since being wounded in 1916, Jacky has avoided returning home because of 
feelings of guilt.  His older brother Harry and the rest of the Rowscott Morris 
side were all killed on the first day of the battle of the Somme.  Harry would not 
have joined had Jacky not enlisted) 
Jacky tells Hamish why he received the death penalty in October 1918. 
Hamish relates his experience of being a member of a firing squad. 
Jacky talks about his increasing pacifist stance. 
 
SCENE 3  JOURNEY BACK TO ROWSCOTT from Paddington to Rowscott. 
        Rogue’s March 
Jacky is met on his arrival at Rowscott by the station master, the father of one of 
the morris men who died. 
 
SCENE 4  NANCY JARVIS’S HOUSE I Nancy’s Tune/Kiss It Better 
The re-union of Jacky and his mother Nancy.  Jacky has only seen his mother 
once since being wounded and that was at a military hospital. 
He explains his feelings of guilt and reluctance to face his father, who died 
whilst he was in prison. 
Nancy asks if he is home to stay.  Will he take on the family timber business? 
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SCENE 5  THE BULL    Jones’s Ale 
Charlie is Jacky’s cousin whom he rescued from no-man’s-land at the end of 
the war, with the help of a German patrol. This incident resulted in Jacky’s 
refusal to fight and, as a consequence, he received the death penalty. 
Charlie, after recovery from his wounds, helped Nancy keep the timber 
business going. 
Jacky tells the story of the slaughter of the morris (MORRIS ON THE SOMME). 
Charlie encourages Jacky to take on the business. 
They discuss the Messenger family (Bumper Messenger, who was one of the 
morris men, had a younger brother , Ruben. Ruben took part in the raid which 
resulted in Charlie’s wounding) 
Ruben hates Jacky and the Jarvis family who own the sawmills which has 
provided the Messenger family with work He is out to make trouble for Jacky at 
every opportunity but Nancy will not allow Jacky to sack Ruben for ‘personal’ 
reasons 
 
SCENE 6  THE SHOP.   Go Down To The Shop 
Nancy meets Anna Steiner.  Anna is the youngest daughter of Franz Steiner, a 
German professor who teaches music at Christchurch College, Oxford.  He was 
interned at the outbreak of the war.  (Frau Steiner taught Harry the piano and 
her eldest daughter, Zilla, would play fiddle for the morris.  Although 
somewhat older than Harry, they struck up a fairly intimate relationship.) 
Franz is still in internment on the Isle of Man and it is possible that he may be 
sent back to Germany. 
Florrie Messenger, Ruben’s mother, joins them in the shop and expresses her 
fear that Jacky may get rid of Ruben. Nancy tells her that if Ruben behaves 
himself at work, his job will be safe. 
 
SCENE 7  NANCY’S HOUSE II 
Nancy re-inforces her insistence that Jacky should not fire Ruben and reveals 
her strong stance on ‘human rights’ 
She encourages his pacifist principles.  She suggest he should forget the guilt of 
the past and see if he can make a difference to the future. 
 
SCENE 8  THE BULL II   Jones’s Ale rep. 
Conflict between Jacky and Ruben in which Ruben reveals his hatred of 
Germans, especially the Steiner family. 
 
SCENE 9  THE STEINER HOUSE. 
Jacky calls on the Steiner household and is met by Anna.  He has come to see 
Zilla to talk about Harry’s death.  They also discuss the attempts being made by 
Frau Steiner to release her husband from internment.  Jacky thinks he may be 
able to help 
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SCENE 10  NANCY’S HOUSE III  Rogue’s March 
Nancy, Jacky and Charlie discuss the possibility of helping achieve the release 
of Franz Steiner.  Charlie knows an influential MP, Philip Morrell (Charlie lives 
in Wheatley and Philip lives in the neighbouring village of Garsington in the 
manor house with his wife Ottoline Morrell.)  Jacky tells of his chance meeting 
with Phillip, in London, during a period of leave from France and how Phillip  
encouraged him to develop an interest in Cromwell and the birth of western 
democracy.  
They also discuss the possibility of the demolishment of the Messenger’s home, 
should a proposal for a new road go through.  The decision whether or not to 
demolish would be the responsibility of the Jarvis family.   
The first act ends with Jacky’s decision take on the timber business 
 
 
 
 

ACT 2 1934 
 
SCENE 11  JACKY’S HOUSE I  Rogue’s March 
 (Jacky has married Anna.  They have three children and she is pregnant) 
The vicar calls to see if Jacky will give an address in church,  at a ceremony to 
unveil a plaque in honour of the fallen. 
Jacky tells the vicar that he would not like what he would say.  It would be in 
conflict with the church’s view on duty and patriotism. 
Jacky asks the vicar if he has filled in  his referendum form on disarmament. 
Jacky is a promoter of the first ever referendum. 
After the vicar leaves Jacky tells Anna the story of the morris boys expulsion 
from the church choir which is the result of a farting competition on the 
choirstalls during the vicar’s sermon.(MORRIS ON THE SOMME) 
The present situation regarding the proposed demolition of the Messenger 
house is discussed.   
Jacky has received a message from Hamish asking if he can visit them. 
 
SCENE 12  CHURCH.    He Who Would Valiant Be 
The squire makes a tribute to the Rowscott fallen during the plaque ceremony 
followed by a boastful address to the congregation from Ruben Messenger. 
        Stand Up Stand Up For Jesus 
 
SCENE 13  NANCY’S HOUSE IV 
Due to lack of room in Jacky’s house Hamish is staying at Nancy’s. 
The subject of a possible revival of the morris is brought up by Hamish but 
Jacky pours cold water over it. 
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Scene 13 (cont) 
Hamish tells Jacky of his forced non-participation as part of the militia in the 
‘Black Friday’ riots in Glasgow in 1920 and his consequent advancement in the 
trade union movement in the Govan shipyards  following his demob. 
Jacky explains how he developed the Jarvis timber business into a co-operative. 
The ensuing discussion turns in to a volatile argument on their respective 
stance on militarism. This altercation leads to the return of Hamish to Glasgow.  
 
 
 

ACT 3  1952 
 
A radio announcement of King George VI’s death segues into.... 
SCENE 14  CHRISTCHURCH BOATHOUSE. 
The scattering of Franz Steiner’s ashes on the Isis is followed by an address by 
Zilla, now aged 60.      
 
 
SCENE 15   JACKY’S HOUSE II  Wachet Auf 
Jacky is put under pressure from his family to revive the morris. 
He has received a letter from Hamish’s wife informing him that Hamish is quite 
ill. There has been no reply to any of Jacky’s letters since Hamish’s visit in 
1934. 
Nancy tells Jacky that Ruben will be getting out of prison in three weeks time. 
(He was convicted of stealing timber from the sawmill) 
         Bad Penny 
 
SCENE 16  OXFORD PRISON.  
Ruben and his wife Jessie are discussing his imminent release. 
Jessie tells him if he does not promise to mend his ways she will not let him in 
the house. She is the name on the new tenancy agreement.  The question of the 
house’s demolition has gone away.   
Ruben’s anti-German feelings are shown in this scene 
Jessie tells him their son, Georgie, wants to go on a future youth exchange to 
Germany.        Die Fröliche Wandersman 
         (The Happy Wanderer) 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 5 
 

ACT 4   1954 

 
SCENE 17  RUBEN’S HOUSE I 
Georgie comes in and describes the World Cup Final, between Germany and 
Hungary,  that he has just seen on television with some of the Germans who are 
part of the exchange. 
Ruben says he will not accompany Georgie and Jessie to a planned picnic or the 
farewell social with the group.    Bad Penny rep 
 
SCENE 18  JACKY’S HOUSE III 
Peter, one of Jacky’s sons relates the Cup Final to Jacky and Anna. 
Jacky tells him that he can’t go to the picnic because, at last, he is going to visit 
Hamish in Glasgow and his needs to work late to enable him to have the time 
off.  Hamish is dying. He tells Peter that he will be back for the social 
 
SCENE 19  RUBEN’S HOUSE II 
Peter calls for Georgie on the way to the picnic. 
 
SCENE 20a JACKY’S HOUSE IV 
Anna comes back from the picnic to tell Jacky that Georgie nearly drowned in 
the ‘lasher’ but that he was saved by one of the German girls. 
            20b       Rogue’s March 
Peter returns with Ruben. 
Ruben apologises to Jacky and says he would like to go with them to the social 
to publicly thank the little girl who saved Georgie’s life. 
         Rogue’s March 
 
SCENE 21  JACKY’S HOUSE V 
Jacky is shown about to leave the house for his trip to Glasgow 
Peter is playing a morris tune upstairs on his fiddle Bobbing-a-Joe 
A telegram arrives telling Jacky Hamish is dead.  His last words to Jacky, ”Don’t  
let the morris die!” 
Jacky calls Peter down, who appears with his fiddle. 
The play ends with Jacky saying to Peter 

‘There are eight tunes in the Rowscott tradition. You’d better get 
learning them.’ 
 
The Morris tune is merged with Rogue’s March 
 
Two men dance a morris jig. 


