
2522 Historical Atlas of Oxfordshire 

 

K. Tiller and G. Darkes (eds.), ‘An Historical Atlas of Oxfordshire’, Oxfordshire Record Society, 

(Oxford, 2010) 

 

They were 44 contributors and this is a useful reference list of the historians in the county in 2010. 

 

There is an Ecclesiastical Map of the County from c. 1850; and a Civil Parishes map of 1933. In the latter, 

there is a part to the north-west which has gone to Shotover as we know. 

 

The book proceeds to Topography; Geology (mentions Wheatley’s Kimmeridge clay); known ancient 

sites (in which Wheatley does not figure, not even showing our Roman ‘settlement’, but includes our C5-

C6 Anglo-Saxon settlement); Domesday Book (not a separate settlement as we know); Parish churches 

(none in Wheatley extant at 1850); communications feature Wheatley in late medieval period (pages 50-

51). 

 

Then it comes to wealth: 

1. One of the 12 richest parishes in 1334 (pages 52-53). 

2. By 1524 Wheatley had slipped into the middle ranking (pages 54-55). 

3. In 1835, Wheatley had slipped to the bottom rung (page 133\) 

 

It shows Wheatley having two deserted or shrunken settlements plus another one on its west border 

(pages 56-57). 

 

No Oxford College ownerships in 1500 (pages 62-63). 

 

There is reference (page 84) to Wheatley in the recusants section that in 1630 villagers of Wheatley and 

Holton conspired to bury the catholic Elizabeth Houseman (nee Brome) [The archive has reference to her 

as Horseman see ‘Wheatley Chapel's struggle for survival’ in record 2422.] 

 

There were two grocers in Wheatley between 1516 and 1800 (map page 91). 

 

The map on page 93 shows that, in the post-medieval period, limestone was quarried at Headington, 

Lyehill, Wheatley, Cuddesdon, Great Milton and Haseley with this area being the largest concentration of 

such in the county. A quarry is mentioned in 1850-1860 (pages 118- 119). 

 

The section on the Civil War (pages 93-94) is silent on Wheatley. 

 

There was a major surplus of agricultural workers in Wheatley in 1851 (pages 116-117). 

 

There was one or more maltster in Wheatley in the period 1830-1860 (page 123). 

 

There was one private school in Wheatley in 1852, but none by 1883 or later (page 131). [Martha Cooper, 

born 1822 was the daughter of Joseph Hussey Cooper and Martha Cooper, farmer and brickmaker after 

the death of her husband and who died 22 October 1853 and is buried in what-is-now the Memorial 

Garden. According to the Directory of 1852 (accession number 2073), the Martha daughter ran a private 

school (presumably a dame school) in that year and this would have been the one referred to. She died in 

1860 in Streatly. There was, also but fleetingly in 1887, a Ladies’ Boarding and Day School (a sort of 

finishing school?) at Mount House (after Juggins had died here on 19 October 1869 – record number 

1859). 

 

Population grew in Wheatley by more than 50% between 1801 and 1851 ((pages 136-137), and declined 

by 1-25% in the period from 1851-1901 (pages 138-139). 

 

In 1936, Wheatley had 117 employees at Morris and Pressed Steel (page 149). 



 

Wheatley is shown as the site of ‘multiple air raids’ in the Second World War (page 155), which is rather 

gilding the lily! 

 

Wheatley was a country town designated for major growth in the 1976 County Structure Plan (page 159) 


