
Rev Langley case against for brawling in Church. 

He had been appointed to the Perpetual Curacy of 

Wheatley in 1823 as reported in the Oxford 

Journal on 1st November. 

 

On Sunday May 9th 1841 during holy service, 

Rev. William Hawkes Langley, Perpetual Curate 

of Wheatley, paused at the end of a prayer and 

stated that this had reminded him of his enemies. 

He had received a letter from the Archdeacon 

referring to the offer made by some Clergyman to 

do my duty for me (i.e. replace me). Who had the 

audacity to do this? Is it a Puseyite who wants to 

introduce Papery into the Parish? Someone has 

committed perjury against me in an affidavit 

waiting until all the witnesses were dead. Another 

of my enemies has written a letter to the Bishop 

seeking to take away my poor old uncle’s living. I 

have been charged with adultery for having 

offered to help the wife of a drunken man who 

was being ill-treated. And there is much more in 

the first extract. 

All this in the middle or a divine service! 

 

The case is heard by the Arches Court in 

February, June and July 1842 and results in the 

suspension of Langley for 8 months. 

 

In December 1843, it was reported to the Judicial 

Committee of the Privy Council, attended by the 

Bishop of London and others. 

 

The case as reported in Hassall’s ‘Wheatley 

Records’ is attached as an appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1841 6 November Oxford Journal 
Case against Rev. Langley 

 

 



 
 



1842 25 June Oxford Journal 
Case against Rev. Langley 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1842 2 July Oxford Journal 
Rev. Langley suspended for 8 months 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1843 9 December Oxford Journal 
The case was reported to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, attended by the Bishop of London and 

others 

 

 

 



CASE OF THE CURATE, 18411 
 

Court of Arches, The Office of the Judge, Burder v. Langley, Extracts 

 
In the Arches Court of Canterbury in 1841 it was successfully objected to the Rev. William Hawkes 

Langley2, Curate of Wheatley, that on 9 May 1841 after the Gloria patri was read he did in a chiding 

quarrelsome and brawling manner, addressing the Congregation then and there present, say and declare 
as follows, or in words to that or the like effect, to wit, “ you were perhaps surprised at the pause I made 

at the end of the Prayer, but it reminded me of my Enemies. I have this morning received a Letter from 

the Archdeacon offering some Clergyman to do my duty for me, someone in the Congregation has had 

the audacity to write to the Archdeacon on the subject— Who has had the audacity to do this ? Is it a 
Puseyite who wants to introduce Popery into the Parish ? ... ” 

William Saunders of Wheatley in the County of Oxford, Master of the National School3 at that 

place, thirty four years, a Witness produced and sworn on his Oath says ; “ . . .1 did not do Business for 
James Friday4 and his late Wife ; when I have been gossiping in their shop, I may have made out a Bill, 

or written a Letter for them. . .1 know the Reverend William Pusey ; I do not know Dr. Pusey, his 

Brother, but by sight : I was present at the Vestry, when ten pounds of the Parish Money was given to 

the Reverend Mr. Pusey to be laid out by him in Clothing for the Children of Wheatley ; it was given 
in aid of the Clothing fund of the National School : Mr. Pusey laid out that Money as well as what was 

contributed by the Parents, weekly, of those who came to the National School with his own addition to 

it at Mr. Thorpe’s, the Linen Draper’s, in Oxford ; I do not know whether Mr. Thorpe is President of 
the Conservative Association at Oxford ; Mr. Lovelock of Wheatley is a Draper and Postmaster : I do 

not know why this Money was taken out of the Parish, and not laid out with Mr. Lovelock;5 Mr. Pusey 

is a liberal Contributor to the Fund, and the Management is left to him : Mrs. Guy, my Aunt, did apply 
to Mr. Langley to sign her Papers for obtaining the Post Office on the decease of her Husband ; Mr. 

Langley declined to sign them—at least so my Aunt told me : I do not know who told Mr. Schutz6 that 

Mr. Langley behaved very cruelly to Mrs. Guy, a poor Widow, in not seconding her Views : I never did 

proceed against Mr. Lovelock to make him pull down his Building. . .The Bishop’s Son, and Mr. 
Chillingworth,7 and Mr. Sneyd8 spoke to me on the subject of the Building, believing it to be an 

Encroachment. . .1 drew what was laid before the Magistrates at Oxford respecting Mr. Lovelock’s 

Building. . .1 conferred with Mr. Chillingworth of Cuddesden on the subject of it ; it is, I think, three 
years ago now—. . . 

Mr. Chillingworth did not, that I know of, bring a Petition to Wheatley against Alteration in 

Church Rates : I got the Signatures of some of the most respectable Persons in Wheatley to a Petition, 
which Mr Denison9 sent down. . . I represented. . .that Divine Worship could not be kept up unless the 

Churches were kept in repair : I heard that Mr. Langley, as soon as he found the Petition had gone 

round, went round with a Counter-Petition, and got some persons who had signed the first Petition to 

sign his also : John Smith the Apothecary was put into the Chair when the Sum of ten pounds, before 
enquired about, was voted to Mr. Pusey—. . .1 heard the Circumstance talked of, that John Smith on 

one occasion went into Mr. Langley’s House and committed some Act of Violence upon Mr. 

Langley,10 for which he was bound over to Keep the Peace. . .1 never knew a Servant of Mr. Langley 
to quit his Service with Child;. . .1 recollect that he has had two elderly females at times and has one 

 
1 Extract from W. Hassall, Wheatley Records: 956-1956, Oxfordshire Record Society, (Oxford, 1956), pp. 91-

95. 
2.He was licenced to the Perpetual Curacy of Wheatley in 1823 as reported in the Oxford Journal on 1st 

November. 
3.In 1846 he left to be master of an agricultural school in the Diocese of Bath and Wells with ‘the approbation of 
my superiors. . .the friendship of very many of the yeomanry, and the respect and goodwill of most of the 

peasantry.’ Oxon. CC. Record Office, Misc. Fa. I/i 
4 A lane running north at the east end of the High St. is called Friday’s Lane. 
5 Described as one of the Parson’s party. 
6 Last of a Whig family which inherited Shotover from the Tyrrells. 
7 An important farmer, ‘of undoubted veracity’. 
8. A scholarly clergyman who lived at Denton House. 
9 A Tory curate of Cuddesdon who married the daughter of Henley of Water- perry. In his Autobiography he 

deplores religious toleration as liable to lead straight to democracy. 
10 Even in the 20th century a vicar was given ‘rough music’ and burnt in effigy in his own garden. 



now. The Income I derive from the National School is about forty pounds a year : I was appointed 
Master of it by the present Trustees : it was from Dr. Lloyd, the late Bishop of Oxford, that I received 

the uncontrolled Management of the School in the year 1828—and which I continued to have during 

my Uncle’s (Mr. Guy’s)11 life time, who was the Master of the School—on my Uncle’s death, about 
three years ago, I was formally appointed Master— and I am not aware that Mr. Langley was ever 

consulted about it. . .1 recollect running to Mr. Langley—at least going to him when Mrs. Rose, my 

Wife’s Sister, refused to receive the Man who was taken with Cholera, into his lodgings in her House 

: if I remember right there was a Board of Health formed in the Village at the time, and Mr. Langley 
was the Head of it—. . .Mr. Langley went with me immediately, and ordered the Man, who was lying 

in a Cart in the Road to be taken down to his House12—and I thought it was very kind in his part to do 

so . .1 only go to the Bishop’s Palace13 when I have Business there : I have taken Refreshment there ; 
I took Dinner there with the Upper Servants on one occasion—on another occasion I took a Glass of 

Wine and a Crust of Bread ; and I have taken a Glass of Ale there. . .1 have very often been to the 

Reverend Mr. Pusey’s at Garsington—for I had a Music Class over there last Summer—which took 
me thrice a week ; I never had any Refreshment at Mr. Goldney’s14—but at Mr. Pusey’s of course I 

had after walking three Miles, and being engaged with my Class for an hour : the Bishop has paid me 

for what Business I have done for him in Land-Measuring, and made me a Compliment besides—thus 

if my Bill came to thirteen, or fourteen shillings, he has presented me with a sovereign. . .1 do not 
know what may have been said in Squabbles at the Vestry Meetings—but I believe there was 

something said about John Cooper’s having sold stones belonging to the Parish without accounting 

for them. . .1 do not remember having heard that a Man named, or known by the Name of, Kitt, who 
was killed under a Waggon Wheel, threw a Stone at Mr. Langley’s Head, which knocked his Hat off ;. 

. .1 heard high Words in dispute between Mr. Langley, and my Brother in Law, James Rose, near the 

Church Door. . .1 went on to avoid the Dispute :. . .1 heard Rose address Mr. Langley in an angry 
Manner, and accuse him of having struck his (Rose’s) Boy for not having taken off his Hat to him— 

hearing this beginning I went away to avoid hearing more. I was at Church when Mr. W. Waine,15 

who married Joseph Cooper’s Cousin, got up in his Pew, and uttered some Words relative to the 

Manner in which Mr. Langley performed the Church Service . .Joseph Cooper16 did compose some of 
the Tunes which are put upon the Organ ; as to its being modest in Cooper to do so, I do not think that 

he had any bad feelings in doing it ; I am not Musician enough to judge whether his doing so is 

calculated to improve the Public Taste in Music ; . . . I was present in the Church when the late James 
Juggins17 acted as a sort of Scribe for the Vestry ; I do not remember any occasion when Mr. Langley 

refused to sign a Vestry Minute because it was not grammatical. 

The Church is large, and has large Window’s certainly. I have no powder to let Mr. Langley have 

a stove—nor to withhold it from him : the Bishop does not enable me to get great coats and warm 
clothing so that I do not want the stove, I wish there was a stove in the Church : I have at times in cold 

weather remarked the coughing in the Church—not particularly among the aged—they do cough no 

doubt but I have observed it more among the Children : . . .we have a Fire in the School in Winter ; I 
do not often wear my Hat there, when the weather is cold : the School Room is not, perhaps, a tenth 

part as large in Cubic bulk as the Church. . .1 think they have a Stove in the little Chapel at Shotover : 

they have not a Fund at Cuddesden bequeathed to them for the Repair of their Church : Wheatley pays 
Rates, of course, to Cuddesden, its Mother Church—but I know nothing about the Wheatley People 

paying Rates for superfluous Luxuries at Cuddesden18. . .1 do not know the Funds from which the 

Infant School at Wheatley has been built ; I do not know who appointed the School-Mistress. . .1 do 

 
11 Valentine Guy’s accounts for 6 Oct. 1828—5 Jan. 1829 included payment for 54 boys reading and 16 writing 

and 36 girls reading and 13 -writing, 6 hundred quills, 100 slate pencils and £i is. for ‘ putting the bridge over 

the brook 13 weeks.’ Mrs. Schutz, W. H. Ashhurst esq. and the Rev. Dr. Ashhurst each paid £110 and the 

children £7 19 2, Oxon C.C. Record Office Misc. Fa. I/i 
12 In the High St. The archdeacon said pupils would never come to live in such a house. 
13 At Cuddesdon, rebuilt after being burnt by the royalists by Fell. Wilberforce enlarged it, as scarcely a palace 
14 At Cuddesdon. 
15 Fellmonger, 1877-8, and brewer, 1852. Directories. 
16 The Coopers had a kiln at the ‘Old House’ before building the Brickworks. In 1851 Martha Cooper acquired 

half the Manor pew. 
17 The Juggins’s occupied the best properties in the late 18th century and had a thrashing machine mentioned by 

Arthur Young in 1809. 
18 In the early 17th century Wheatley people refused to pay for the repair of seats in Cuddesdon church which 

they did not use in 1630. MS. Top. Oxon. C. 56, fol. 28. 



not know whether Mr. Langley has been consulted upon it, nor -whether he did, or did not know that 
such a Building was going to be erected and endowed, until he saw it building. . .1 do not believe that 

there has been a conspiracy working for years with the express object of defaming and plundering Mr. 

Langley, by Law proceedings and other Means, of making him a Cipher in his Parish, and of making 
me and the Coopers Lords paramount in everything. . .1 bought the Tracts against the alteration of the 

Com Laws, which I distributed ; I bought them. . . in Pall Mall : I am not competent to form an 

opinion on the dogmas of the Puseyites ; I cannot pretend to an Opinion about them, when the 

Professors in the University differ about them : I cannot judge of the wisdom or propriety of receiving 
at the National School on weekdays the Child of a Dissenter who attended a dissenting Place of 

Worship on the Sabbath ; there are Rules made for the management and admission into the National 

Schools which must be attended to, but personally I do not know that I should object to receive a 
Child because he went to a dissenting Place of Worship on the Sabbath:. . .1 have heard Mr. Tyndale19 

preach at Wheatley within the last six weeks : I do consider him a pious and well ordered Man:. . .he 

said that he observed a great Number of Persons outside the Church gaping at the Funeral, which was 
going past, and that he was afraid many of them went to the Public House,20 instead of to Church, 

from the Number of empty Pews and Seats... ” 
Ann Neighbour, of Wheatley, in the County of Oxford, Spinster, Dress Maker, aged thirty six years, 

a Witness produced and sworn, on her Oath says ; “. . .1 have not heard that Mr. Joseph Cooper charged 
Mr. Lovelock with being one of the Parson’s Party, and said that he had got the Parson and his Party 
under his Thumb, and would keep them there ; I do not know whether Mr. Cooper has paid for the 
Parish Houses on the Site of the intended Church Yard, nor whether he has received any Money for that 
purpose from the Bishop ; I have heard that some of the Parishioners refuse to pay their Rates until the 
Houses are paid for. . .1 understood that Mr. Cooper acted as Bailiff to Mr. Drury of Shotover,21 and 
paid the Men. . .1 know that Mr. Langley was intimate with Mr. Schutz, Mr. Drury’s Predecessor at 
Shotover ; . . .1 cannot say from where Mr. Drury has received his Impressions of Mr. Langley’s 
Character : Mr. Drury is considered a charitable Man ; he has given away much at Wheatley ; he does 
not give anything away through Mr. Langley that I know of:. . .1 never heard of a Man of Wheatley, 
who was caught mocking the Groans of Lying in Women under their Windows : I never saw Mr. Joseph 
Cooper at Church : I do not know why Mr. Way has only been Churchwarden once since he came into 
Wheatley ; he is most honourable, peaceable and industrious Man, and most exemplary in his attendance 
at Church ;22. . .John Cooper and Joseph Cooper have been Churchwardens and Overseers often. . .1 
never saw John Cooper at Wheatley Church— he goes to Holton Church with his family : I do not think 
it right that a Man should be Churchwarden, who never comes to Church :. . . 

Thomas Juggins of Wheatley in the County of Oxford, aged eighty two years.. .says “. . .it put me quite 
into a tremor to see him so irritated and excited—striking the Reading Desk and Books violently. . .he 
talked about the Ministers, and cheap Sugar and cheap Bread. . .1 understood he meant to say he was 
on the Liberal side of the Question—. . .Mr. Langley was intimate with Mr. Schutz—he used to go up 
there on Sundays to dinner : I don’t think that Mr. Drury has had any intercourse with him : Mr. Drury 
came out of Yorkshire more than eighteen months ago . .1 do not know how long Mr. Ashurst treated 
Mr. Langley with Civility—I only know that at one time Mr. Langley was Tutor to one of Mr. Ashurst’s 
Sons :. . .many Persons of Wheatley go to Shotover instead of Wheatley, because they have such a good 
Clergyman there, and can hear him so well. . .1 should think that William Sanders is esteemed by the 
Bishop. I never heard anything against his Character, and he attends Church regularly, and plays the 
Organ, and takes care of his Scholars. . 

Thomas Sheldon of Wheatley in the County of Oxford, Shoeing Smith and Farrier, aged sixty four 
years,. . .says : 

“ . . .1 heard of James Friday’s charging Mr. Langley before the Magistrates at Oxford with 

having put his Fist in his Face. . .1 heard that Charles Wilkins called Mr. Langley from the Club 
Room at Wheatley on Whit Tuesday (not Easter Monday) to speak with James Friday, when Friday 

charged him with putting his Fist in his Face. . .1 was at Church at Wheatley last Sunday: Mr. Langley 

preached ;. . .1 cannot give any account of the Sermon for his Voice is so broken, that he cannot be 
heard to follow him.” 

 

 
19 Rector of Holton. 
20 The old church was opposite the  ‘King and Queen’. 
21 When Millais the painter was young, he used to be favourite visitor of Drury. 
22 He occupied the Manor House. When it was turned into cottages in 1851 the manor part was divided and 

Martha Cooper obtained half though one of the cottagers in the Manor House tried to sit in it. 


