
The Manor House 

TENANT FARMERS 

Richard Archdale, a commonwealth magistrate and the first Quaker to be elected to 

Parliament (1698), John Archdale, Governor of Carolina (1695), occupied the "faire 

thannor House with convenient outhouses, orchards and gardens conteyning 2 acres

 ............. and a close of meadow grounds adjoining called the Breach containing about 

23 acres "three inclosed grounds called the Howe late pasture but not broken up 

containing about 23 acres(which included closes called Symons Close charged with a 

payment of £5 yearly to the poor) and "above 220 acres of arable land lying 

(dispersed) in Whately fields". His daughter married Richard Rook and her son, 

Thomas Archdale Rook, had property still in Wheatley which enabled him to vote in 

the 1754 election (as a Whig, unlike all the resident voters). In 1662 John Harding 

(who paid charity money due on Simon's close paid tax on 10 hearths. In 1664 Thomas 

Eldrede paid more than twice as much tithe as anybody else. He is named as Cresheld 

Draper's tenant of "the Great Farme". In the 1665 Hearth Tax he pays for 4 hearths 

at Cuddesdon while the Manor House at Wheatley may have been temporarily 

unoccupied as it is not identifiable. In the Great Frost of 1677 Joseph Fiddes may 

have been a tenant when he threatened to fire to protect branches being cut from a 

tree on the waste near his barn. Later tenant were, as the rate book suggests, Daniel 

White (? - 1722), James Pryor (1722 - 1728) and J. Sims (1728 - 1760). J. Sims, a 

rich Wheatley farmer, was the brother of Thomas Sims of Denton who made a 

bequest on 13 September 1784 to "build a church at Wheatley where the chapel now 

is". J. Sims was buried at Cuddesdon (Jackson's Oxford Journal), 14 January 1775). 

Important later tenants were Robert Juggins (1761 - 1770), Mrs Ann Juggins (1771 - 

1783) and Thomas Juggins (1783 - 1826). Land tax returns of 1785 and 1789 prove 

that T. Juggins was the tenant of Barbara Smythe (granddaughter of Sir Sebastian 

Smythe whose daughter Grace, married Bernard Gardiner). and later of Sir James 

Whalley Smythe Gardiner. Brocas papers show that in 1806 T. Juggins was a yearly 

tenant paying £232 rent for 268 acres 3 roods 37 perches. In 1809 Arthur Young in 

his survey of Oxfordshire agriculture admired Mr Juggins' threshing machine. The 

last Wheatley Juggins was an opponent of Elton and was a supporter of cock fighting. 

He believed that Elton had insulted his sister with a pointed quotation from the 

Psalms. This Juggins (d. 1870) had left the Manor House for The Mount and his sister 

lived in Mott House (formerly of The Chequers). 

Richard Way from Ickford, related to the Roses of Rock House, farmers and 

butchers, was succeeded in 1842 by George Lee (1843-7) 



The Victorian Threat 

In 1835 Richard Way employed J. Robins to build a new cowshed, still standing. 

His granddaughter married John Rose, butcher and farmer, who later bought 

the Manor House. A lady of the family, Elizabeth Way (who died in November 

1909 at the age of 90) used to sit in the east wing watching the street from the 

great mullioned window doing beautiful needlework. Her great niece, Mrs Molly 

Gilbert of Birdingbury, Rugby, lent a patchwork quilt made there to a Wheatley 

Society Exhibition in 1979, with a portrait of Mr Way junior, made in his old age. 

Richard Way was churchwarden in 1846, though he ceased to be a leading 

ratepayer in 1842. 

Mr George Lee, tenant of the farm from 1843-7 was churchwarden in 1846. He 

was a yearly tenant paying £214.18.9 for 129 acres 1 rood 23 perches which 

included The Breech (13 acres.2.25) and Howe Coppice (62 acres 0 roods 21 

perches). In June (?) 1846 the land of the farm was sold in separate lots. In 

addition to the pasture bounded by the southern horizon, there was arable 

reaching the Oxford turnpike (now Park Hill) on the ridge of the northern slope. 

The arable, enclosed since 1813, covered Temple Close except its stone pit, the 

upper Racks (3 acres 3 roods 30 perches) now the site if large private houses on 

the east side of 'The Mount', and the Lower Racks (7 acres 4 roods 8 perches) 

on which the large new vicarage of Edward Elton was later built (now Morland 

House) and the new church built. The farmer also occupied the land each side of 

Littleworth Road, formerly the Village Green and now the new Primary School 

(formerly the Secondary Modern School) and the houses opposite. In June 1846 

the great arable Windmill Hill of 43 acres above Littleworth was sold as 

separate lots of which Middle Furlong provided the site for Cooper's great clay 

pit and new brickworks (now sites for mobile homes and factories) and Lower 

furlong is developed as houses. 

The next tenant was William Chillingworth a rich farmer with land at Cuddesdon 

and Horspath, as well as Farm Close in Wheatley (which he bought). But he lived 

in Cuddesdon Manor House himself. No sale was made on 21 February 1846 at 

Mai lam's for the "substantial and spacious stone-built farmhouse, in good 

repair, with Pleasure and Kitchen gardens etc. etc. "with the rest of the farm 

and it was offered again separate from the lots of land as "A substantial and 

spacious stone-built DWELLING HOUSE, in good repair, replete with every 

convenience for the occupation of a respectable Family. 

Also a valuable close of Pasture Land adjoining; called The Breach, with the 

Manorial Rights, together 16 acres.0.11. 


