
MANOR FARM FIELDS, 1813 — 1846 

It was only between the date of the Wheatley enclosure award (1813) and the auction by Mallam 

of the Manor Farm fields as separate lots, that the land farmed by the tenants lay in a convenient 

block centred around the Manor Farm. 

The land on the north reached the Turnpike Road to Oxford, the A40, which now leads along the 

crest of the slope to join the modem dual carriageway. This forms the Holton parish boundary and 

was a through route to the Welsh border via Islip. The land had formerly consisted of arable strips. 

Sir J W S Gardiner received three allotments, divided by Holloway Road, which descends to the 

centre of the village and then allows travellers to Cuddesdon and Garsington to cross the High 

Street to ascend by Ladder Hill. On the Oxford side, a block of 5 acres 1 rod and 37 perches 

surrounded the north and west side of the Stone Pit where the pyramidal lock up was to be built. 

In Mallam’s auction catalogue of 21 February 1846 this allotment comprised Templar’s Close, 3 

roods 21 perches, Stone Pit, 1 acre 3 roods 0 perches. All formed part of a single lot as when the 

manorial estate was offered. On 13 June 1846 the Stone Pit and Templar’s Close (2 acres 2 rods 24 

perches) formed Lot 10, while Lot 11 included the Upper Racks, adjoining the London Turnpike 

Road. On the Oxford side lay the allotment of Thomas Cooper whose bricks were used to develop 

West Field Road and the other two roadside boundaries in the early decades of the twentieth 

century. More recently planned residential development in the garden and the quarry behind Mr 

Cullum, ‘the builder (to) preserve in its name the memory of a small local property of the 

Preceptory of the Knights Templars of Sandford’. 

Lower down the slope or the road as it descends towards the Thame valley, Gardiner’s two 

allotments were offered as the Lower Racks, 7acres 3 rods 8 perches (of) arable. This formed the 

site of the new church and the large new vicarage which eventually became a County Children’s 

home called by its mid twentieth century owner, Francis Fane, Morland House (This became the 

Doctors’ Surgery in 1990s). He moved across the road to a house in the Upper Racks which he 

called Westland House. The two names were chosen to recall that of his relative, the Earl of 

Westmorland. 

In 1813 Gardiner was allotted pieces of former common land in lieu of right which he claimed 

(unwarrantedly) to have over the manorial waste. These lay each side of the Littleworth Road and 

formed the Green (Lot 7 15 acres 0 rods 34 perches) and the Little Green (1 acre 1 rod 30 perches). 

The former was bought by the Shotover estate and was sold for a County Secondary School (later 

used for the Primary School). The Little Green was sold by Mrs Thame for private houses, Mr 

Emden having failed in an attempt to preserve it at his own expense as a village Green. (He said he 

could get no reply either from the owner or from the Council to whom he wished to give it). 

Between the Green, the brook and the Old House of the Coopers lay Lot 8 Westfield Close or Eats’ 

Ground, a pasture of 13 acres 3 rods and 27 perches with Cow-house for eight Cows, Cottage, 

small bam and garden. These buildings have collapsed. 

The Breech is mentioned in 1278-9 and Le Ho in 1211, very early enclosures to be held in 

severality, compared with the newly enclosed fields acquired by Gardiner in 1813. 

(Re-typed from notes made by Dr Bill Hassall) 


