
Coaching routes 

 

The Stokenchurch Turnpike was sat up in 1719 and the trust was responsible for the road from Stokenchurch through Oxford to Woodstock. The 

road originally took the Old London Road across Shotover, later this was part of the old Oxford to London turnpike. But in 1773 the Trustees of 

the Stokenchurch Turnpike resolved to apply to Parliament ‘for power to divert the Road, and entirely avoid Shotover Hill’, and in 1788 sought 

‘to impower the Trustees to complete a Road from the Bottom of Cheney-Lane upon Headington-Hill to Forest-Hill...to be used instead of the 

present road up Cheney-Lane and Shotover Hill'. Many milestones survive on this road, and there is an unbroken run of thirteen milestones 

starting at Wheatley to Begbroke. 

 

The green lines are all the roads turnpiked in 1830, overlaying are the thinner orange lines which marks all the roads turnpiked in the 1780s.1 

You will see that the new Headington roads of post 1789 show just in green and the road through Wheatley and over Shotover that was replaced 

is just in orange as this section of turnpiked had lapsed when the Headington road was completed.  

 

The Islip branch of the Stokenchurch trust went initially from just west of Wheatley bridge to Enslow Bridge, which is just west of Bletchington, 

down the hill from the Rock of Gibralter Inn and Enslow Marina. It joined the Woodstock Rollright trust road there. After the Headington 

improvements the Islip branch junction effectively moved to Holton.2 Bear in mind that the Islip branch was effectively the Great Road to 

Worcester for heavy vehicles, going down into Oxford was a diversion. However, most of the coach traffic would go to Oxford, hence the 

concerns over avoiding Shotover. 

 

 

 
1 Information from Alan at rosevear1@aol.com, e-mail 24 August 2018. http://www.turnpikes.org.uk/rutv8%20Oxford%20turnpike%20Roads.htm 
2 On the map the dates of the colours are not dates at which the roads were turnpiked, they are the roads that were actually turnpikes at the two dates 1780 and 1830. So the 

Shotover road was not a turnpike in 1830, whereas the road from Wheatley Bridge through Islip to Enslow was a turnpike in 1780 and still a turnpike in 1830. 
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The road from Headington to Stanton was turnpiked by an Act of 1824 (managed as part of the Islip branch of the Stokenchurch Trust) and was 

built/improved fairly quickly after that. The main Headington road (London Road) was turnpiked under the Stokenchurch renewal Act of 1788, 

work started on building a new section of road for this in 1789 and was presumably finished within the year (the milestones were not installed 

till 1793). Wheatley Bridge (being a County Bridge and so toll free) was widened by the county between 1801 and 1807 and the trust 

presumably made some changes to the approach road and contributed something to the costs; in 1804 the trust moved their turnpike tollhouse at 

Wheatley bridge – the 1811 OS shows it well east of the bridge not far from Sworford Farm but it is presumed that it had been moved nearer the 

bridge. It is assumed that coaches were using the Headington road as soon as it was passable, so probably by 1791. 

 

The link from the Roman Road to London Road can still be clearly seen on the Google Earth map with this running along the route of the current 

hedge to the scrub-land, shown as a red line and joining London Road at the south side of the triangular holding known, in 1813, as Plough 

Close, shown edged by the yellow line and also in the inset taken from the 1813 map. 
 



 
 

The map below shows that the Crown Tap was accessed just off the new London Road Turnpike down the slip road, Robbins Row (still evident) 

onto Church Road (where The Tap was). So far as the Plough was concerned, it is not clear where this was before, although a building is shown 

on the 1813 map on the south side of the triangular holding, called Plough Close.3 This may have been its original location (on the Shotover 

route) which could still have been accessed being just off the Turnpike. But the recently-closed Plough Inn on the London Road may have been 

re-built after 1813, for better access. 

 

The road was dis-turnpiked in 1878 and the toll-gates removed.  There appear not to have been any toll-gates in or near Wheatley. 

 

 

 
3 The road to Jewson and A. W. Mobbs appears to be the south side of ‘Plough Close’ as shown on the 1813 map 
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