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ET may not be much o look at

now. -In fact most people
would probably call it a load of
old junk. The 48.year-old Ran-
somes and Rapier steam erane
stands in the yard of the Wheat-
ley sawmills, its 86-foot jib slant-
ing vacantly aloft, its five ton
¢hassis driving its wheels deep
nto the earth.

But Allred Thursion,
the foreman, hopes an
enthusiast will buyv it
when it comes under
the hammer on January
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.. change in his working life,

For the sawmills have been
sold to Ddolion, Bournes and
Dolion, the High Wycombe
and Oxford firm of timber
importers, and after the
superflous plant and machin.
ery have been auctionsd on
Baturday week will become
a centre for planing and
cutting imported sofiwoods,

U TE sl have caried on
with the old English timber.”
sa¥s Alfred, smiling a little
sadly.  “ But my boss said
he couldn’t get enoush to

make it  worthwhile anv
more  and Suppose  he's
right”

Time was when Wheatley
stood in the middle of a
densely wooded sreg snd ag
early as 1524, 2 Subsidy Roli
shows, & sawver by the name
ol John Sparke was working
there,

Buf by ihe 17th century
the number of frees was ai-
ready diminishing and when
late iIn the 109th century a
High Wyecombe chair maker
called William Avery, attrac-
ied by a site alongside the
raflway  station, coneeived
the idea of setting up a
sawmills in the viltage, he
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uf as the sawmills pros-
pered flie number of osaks.
elms, ashes. begches and
other trees m the area de-
ereéased and when William
Avery’s rons sold the busi-
ness in 1956 it was nothing
¢ travel 5060 miles in
search of timber.

Today they are a shadow
of whai they once were.
Only four men are emploved
there and the trade is noth-

Ing like it was, though they
do still turp out 500 to 1.004
dartboards a week. * There's
a great demand for elm dart-
boards fhese dave. says Al-
fred,

The magnificent Marshall
steam enging that once drove
all the saws in the mill is
no more than i tangle of un-
wanted machinery for the
mine cals ihat help to keep
the raty at bay o fegmiper
in and out of

s swhistle that once
served ar a Ymiepiece to the
surrounding  area has fiot
sounded sitiee 1960. And des-
pife the repssuring buze of
the more modern ssws and
the impspenlate condition in
which Alfred keeps them.
the whole place has an air
of deparied glory. -
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4

dealt  with my  fan-mail
says this Hvely 85.vear-nid
Australian. who w padre

to the unit which had the
1itile organ sent out ty them,
“But so  many  romaniic

Cavemes have besn opened

un that there will have to be
another story for the con-
sidergtion of the BBC™Y

. 1 look forward to hearing
it in due dourse,
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