
Christine Jackson (nee Tombs) remembers the Chapel Sunday School in 1940s 

I look back happily to some of the Anniversary Services that I enjoyed as a young child during 

the 1940s. As you can imagine, the Sunday School anniversary was very special indeed. 

Sunday School was very well attended at 11 am and 3 pm each week under the guidance of 

Marjorie and Alma Horwood, Meg and Sheila Bird and Olive Shepherd - backed up by Miss 

Preedy and her parents (who had been missionaries in China until displaced by the war, and 

forced to return to the UK , they settled in Wheatley). The Rev. Sam Record, the Rev. 

Mackintosh, and the Rev. Ted Broad led the congregation at various stages during those 

years. 

The Anniversary Service was planned well in advance, and the Sunday School pupils were 

assigned special tasks. We learnt new songs and hymns for the occasion - and several of us 

had to learn ‘recitations' which were tested at Sunday School and then recited to parents and 

friends at a special afternoon anniversary service. 

The Sunday School anniversary service was the culmination of a week of ‘anniversary events' 

which included the Tuesday ’Women's Bright Hour' under the watchful eyes of the Misses 

Bready and Bowles, and a special ’Anniversary Tea' which was held in the chapel schoolroom - 

to which those attending contributed cakes and sandwiches (food at this time was strictly 

rationed). I was allowed to attend the tea event with my Grandmother, Keziah Tombs, 

provided I ‘behaved myself and did not chatter too much'! Mrs Hinton, who lived opposite the 

Chapel (now 109 High Street), and Mrs Pratt who lived next door to the Chapel (Cromwell 

House, 100 High Street), gave valuable backup on such occasions. 

The Sunday School anniversary came second only to the Harvest Festival when the Chapel was 

decorated with flowers from the pulpit to the floor by Elsie Hewlett, her husband, and Fred 

Shepherd and family. Gilbert Harris was the organist for both events, and Dodds, the local 

bakery, provided the special Harvest Loaf. 

They were indeed, happy and memorable days. 

Christine and her husband, Barry, were the first couple to be married by Charles Brock at 

Wheatley Chapel, back in 1964. Interestingly, their daughter and her husband, were among 

the last to be married by him at Mansfield College - where they were both students. 
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