
ERNEST HENRY BARRETT 
and 

WILLIAM ALFRED BARRETT 

A Summary of what we know to date. 

Ernest was born in 1893. 

Family tradition is that he was employed as a gentleman's manservant It is possible that he was 
working in the Mayfair or Pimlico district of London when he decided to join the Army. He enlisted at 
Westminster in the Queen’s Westminster Rifle Corps as Rifleman No. 5800; the date of enlistment has not yet 
been found, although he would have been old enough to do so at the outbreak of war in 1914. He gave his 
home address as Crabtree Cottage, Wheatley. He married Ethel Lily Croucher, of 69 Holinsdale Road, 
Reigate, Surrey on 15th July 1916, giving as his address Hazely Down Camp, Twyford, near Winchester and 
his profession as Soldier, 16th Battalion, The London Regiment. 

Since we don't know when Ernest joined the Army we don't know whether he was on leave from 
France when he got married, or on embarkation leave waiting to go to France. The regiment he joined was 
part of the Territorial Army ('spare-time' soldiers), which was 'embodied* (mustered for full-time service) at 
the outbreak of war and went to France almost immediately, joining the 6th Division there on 12 November 
1914. It was a very small regiment, consisting of only one battalion, and in common with other small London 
Territorial units was amalgamated into the London Regiment as the 16th Battalion. However, it was proud of 
its independent existence as the 1st Battalion of the Queen's Westminster Rifles and continued to use that title. 

The Battalion (by then transferred to the 56th Division) took part in the Battle of the Somme from its 
start on 1st July 1916, the day on which was seen the greatest loss of life (some 20,000 men)in British military 
history. The Battalion recorded, out of a total strength of about 1000, 18 killed, 233 wounded and 250 
missing, many of the latter being subsequently listed as killed. 

Since he was getting married at Reigate on 15th July it is unlikely that Ernest was involved in the 
early part of the Battle of the Somme. But it went on until November and by September he would have been 
in the trenches with the rest of the Battalion; On the 7th of that month they were holding a position 500 yards 
north-east of FAVIERE WOOD near Corbie. Between then and the 10th :hey suffered heavy casualties, being 
shelled in the open for twenty hours. Three men of the Battalion were awarded the Military Medal for 
gallantry in this period. 

According to the War Diary of the Battalion written at the time, on the 17th the Battalion was ordered 
to attack the German trench along the north side of the sunken road from BOULEAUX WOOD to 
COMBLES, the attack to take place at 5.50 a.m. on the 18th. because of the heavy casualties suffered earlier 
the Battalion as reorganised from four to three Companies, two of which to attack, with the 
third………………………………………….. 

At 5.50 a.m. the two attacking Companies went over the top and both had nearly reached their 
objective when they came under heavy machine gun fire and were unable to get into the enemy trench. The 
only person to manage to reach the German trench was 2nd Lieut Jones, and he was killed as he turned round 
to encourage his men. 

What was left of the attacking force - 3 officers and 90 men - withdrew to the assembly trench from 
which they had started, where they were joined by the Support Company. At this stage the senior officer 
decided it was useless to throw any more men into the attack. The other units taking part in the attack had also 
failed to make any progress. 

What remained of the Battalion held the assembly trench for the rest of the day and was withdrawn 
from the firing line in the evening. During the day the Battalion had lost 3 officers and 34 men killed, 48 men 
wounded and 14 men missing (of whom Ernest must have been one). 

The War Graves Commission have Ernest recorded as killed on 18th September 1916 and as having 
no known grave. 

Ernest’s name Is recorded, along with those of 73,411 others who died on the Somme in 1916-17 and 
have no known graves, on the . Memorial to the Missing at THIEPVAL. 



William Alfred Barrett was born in 1896. He joined the 1st Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment (again the date is not known) as Private No. 18516. He was killed on 30th August 1918. By then the 
United States had entered the war and their troops were in action on the Western Front. A major Allied 
offensive had opened on 8th August 1918 and for the first time the Germans began to retreat, although they 
conceded ground reluctantly and resisted bitterly. 

The Battalion’s War Diary for 30th August records as follows: (they, too, are fighting on the Somme, 
although by then :he fighting has moved several miles east of the area where Ernest was lost). 

"No orders are received from Brigade until about 10 a.m., which say that the Battalion is to move into 

an assembly position south-east of REMY WOOD and VILLAGE. Companies dribble forward but 

the movement is observed (by the enemy) and a heavy machine gun and artillery barrage is put 

down. B and C Companies are much disorganised and suffer severe casualties. Our own artillery is 

asked to shell the opposite ridge and the hostile fire is considerably reduced. D company, ably lad, 

get into position with only a few casualties. At noon orders are received to attack at 4.0 p.m. in 

conjunction with 2nd Battn Duke of Wellington's Regiment. Orders are Issued but owing to the 

difficulty of getting hold of officers (the assembly area is still being shelled) it is Impossible to 

promulgate them effectively. 

Captain Maunsell takes his Company and elements of A,B and C Companies forward at the 

arranged time. They have to cross a stream and swamp, some of the men wading through waist 

deep. The line of the second objective is reached without much opposition from the enemy, some of 

whom are shot down as they try to run away. 

Owing to the delay in crossing the stream and swamp our artillery barrage gets too far ahead. This, 

in conjunction with shortage of men prevents the third objective being taken. 

Captain Edmonds collects about 60 stragglers and takes them up to reinforce Captain Maunsell, 

who has established a line 100 yards west of the second objective. 

At midnight orders are received that the Battalion is to be relieved by 2nd Battalion Seaforth 

Highlanders and relief is completed at 4.30 a.m. . 

The Battalion comes back into support in Gory Trench." 

The Battalion recorded losses of 16 killed, 127 wounded and 24 missing, out of a total of 937. 

William's grave is at VIS-EN-ARTOIS Cemetery (Plot 6, Row E, Grave No.22. 


