
Tribute to Peter Audley-Miller for his community work at his 
memorial service held at St Mary's Church Wheatley on 26th February 
2009. 

I have been asked by Gail to say something about Peter's involvement in the community life of 
Wheatley over the past fifty years. 

As I have only known him over the last fifteen years or so I have had to do a certain amount of 
research through looking up minutes of meetings as well as talking to people who have known him 
over a much longer period, particularly Mary Blake and Michael Vaughton. 

In this recent period Peter and I disagreed about almost every issue on the parish council, though 
never in a bitter way, and partly I suspect for purely political point scoring. In the past three years 
however, particularly on Merry Bells matters we have worked well together and I have come to 
understand him better and appreciate what he has done for Wheatley. 

Peter was co-opted onto the parish council in February 1963, and remained on the council for the 
next 46 years until his death last month, apart from a 4 year spell in the late 1980s when Marion 
appeared to take his place. 

Ever since the end of the second world war two issues had dominated parish council business, the 
search for a proper sports field for Wheatley and the future of the Merry Bells as the village hall, 
then owned by Major Miller of Shotover. 

The search for a suitable field appeared to have exhausted all the possible sites around Wheatley by 
the early 1960s but within a few years of joining the council Peter had found a new area across in 
Holton and negotiated the purchase from the Shotover Estate of the land known as the Racks. 
Secondly, and more importantly for the future of sport in Wheatley, by 1973 Peter had made a 40 
year agreement between the Parish Council and the County Council whereby the County in effect 
paid for a large part of the village's costs for this facility. This is a huge legacy and has lasted for 
almost 36 years so far and those of us around in the next few years will have a mammoth task trying 
to match that deal. 

By 1970 Peter had also been heavily involved in the negotiations which resulted in the purchase of 
the Merry Bells for the village from the Shotover Estate again to the great benefit of the Wheatley 
community. After the purchase Peter helped in major renovation works to the building even acting 
as a bricklayer's labourer to George Dungey for some of the work. 

Apart from a brief period during the mid 1980s Peter has remained chairman of the Merry Bells 
management committee for the past 36 years, through the centenary of the building in 1988, the 
extensions in the late 1990s, and several improvements since then and will be a hard act to follow. 

He became chairman of the parish council in 1970 and retained that position until 1979. During his 
time on the council he made his presence felt in many other ways, from obtaining the new war 
memorial from Magdalen College in 1974 and laying out the old burial ground as a memorial garden, 
introducing the first Christmas tree for the village in December, and being deeply involved in the 
remedial work to the Victorian lock-up, separating it off from the Church Road Recreation Ground. 

He was also chairman of the Sportsfield Management Committee for many years and in that capacity 
was the driving force in convincing both the district and county authorities to develop the Park 
Sports Centre next to Wheatley Park School in the 1980s. 

He was elected a county councillor for Wheatley & district in 1973 a position he held for 20 years 
until 1993 and much of the time from the 1980s on was acting as a go between for the parish council 
with the county, in particular, as David John has described, in the transfer of the secondary school up 
to Holton and the relocation of the primary school to Littleworth Road in 1985. 



As a parish councillor he represented the council on the Howe Trust, on Wheatley Charities as well 
as many other local & county organisations. He was a Governor at both the Primary School and 
Wheatley Park for many years and remained a Governor of Wheatley Park until his death. 

ln 1987 when he left the parish council for a period the council provided a number of seats around 
the village recognizing his then 25 years service. Little did they know that a further 18 years were to 
come! 

Last summer as chairman of the Merry Bells committee he was determined that the building should 
have a proper facelift making use of a legacy we had received from a grateful resident and though he 
was then seriously ill and the time of year was not ideal the committee felt that his wishes should be 
honoured as I think we all realised that he might not be around much longer. Work was authorised 
to start last November, to the consternation of some who wondered ‘why now’. The work went 
extremely well and Peter was able to see the final result and chaired his last meeting of the 
committee in December. I think this building may be seen, along with the sportsfield agreement as 
his legacy to the village and residents of Wheatley and his wisdom and foresight will be much 
missed. 

Roger Bell 

25th February 2009. 

 

  


