
Charles Sheldon of Cromwell House, Wheatley (Blacksmith) 

Clifford John Druce (1886-1978) wrote about his memories of his Grandfather, Charles 

Sheldon, in a booklet ‘Recollections of Childhood in Garsington 1890s - 1930s’ published 

by the Garsington Local History Group in 1995. 

My mother (Gertrude) was the eldest daughter of Charles Sheldon of Wheatley, another 

blacksmith. His visits were a joy and an excitement arriving in a trap drawn by a sleek, well- 

fed pony. He was knowledgeable about animals both wild and tame. It must have been in his 

company that I first saw the inside of a pub. His house at Wheatley was called Cromwell 

House, the legend being that the oak panelling in one room had come from Holton House 

with which Ireton, if not Cromwell had some connection. 

We spent several Christmases at Cromwell House, my mother and myself staying there and 

my father walking down each day. 

***** 

Charles Sheldon, blacksmith, lived in Cromwell House in 1900 and died in 1910, aged 81. 

He was the son of Thomas Sheldon, also a blacksmith, who was born in 1776. Thomas 

Brazell (1846 - 1926), blacksmith, took over from Charles Sheldon before 1907. His son, 

Walter Joseph, was here until his death in 1951, when his daughter Mrs Ivy Pratt, and her 

husband acquired the house. Mrs Pratt lived here until her death in 1978. 

(NB *Cromwell House is now numbered 100 High Street)  



 

Cromwell Cottage (100 High Street) 

Information from copies of deeds given by Tony Pratt whose family lived in Cromwell 

Cottage: 

Indenture July 7th 1852 

Between Mr James Kirkpatrick - butler of Merton College 

and Mr James Slater - tailor 

In 1849 William Waine of Wheatley - Woolstapler & Fellmonger had sold the property to 

James Kirkpatrick 

"All that messuage <& tenement with the Bark Barn, drying rooms, warehouse, 

counting house, coalhouse and sheds to the same messuage ................... together with 

the yard and garden theretofore a tan yard and watercourse behind or next 

adjoining the said messuage............ And also all that stable, harness slips, gighouse 

and washhouse respectively and being on the east side of the garden ......................  

(The Bark Barn, drying rooms, warehouse, counting house, coalhouse and sheds were not 

included in the sale in 1849 to Mr James Kirkpatrick, as William Waine had sold them in 

August 1842 - see accompanying map) 

Indenture 27th October 1883 

Between Mr James Slater (Tailor) 

and Mr Charles Sheldon (Blacksmith) 

Cost £270 

Messuage (as specified) August 21st 1897 

Indenture 21st August 1897 

Between Mr Charles Sheldon (Blacksmith) 

and Mr Robert Sheldon (Blacksmith) 

conveyance to his son, Robert, in consideration of his love and affection. 

Messuage with the coal house, stable, washhouse <& other outbuildings and yard and 

garden ................ with the watercourse or brook behind. 

Previous ownership 

Pre 1855  James Kirkpatrick  

James Slater  


