
Roman villa1 

 
 

Fig. 39. Bath-building of House (no. 26) at Wheatley.2 

 

Part of a house covering an area at least 190 ft. from north to south was opened by a very 

distinguished company—J. H. Parker, the Bishop of Oxford (Dr. Stubbs), and Dr. Buckland, 

the geologist, then Dean of Westminster—about 1845, on Castle Hill, south of the village and 

SW. of New Barn. The site is a typical one on high ground sloping south and east to the River 

Thame. The most important discovery was part of a bath-building, the plan of which is here 

shown (Fig. 39). What looks like the frigidarium (g), measuring 8 ft. by 4 ft., is at the east 

end, with a waste-pipe (of two concave tiles one within the other, fig. 2) in the middle of the 

east wall. To the west was the caldarium, 14 ft. by 12 ft., the floor supported on a pillared 

hypocaust, with a sudatorium (e) in the SW. corner, the east and west walls of which were 

jacketed with flue-tiles heated by means of two arched flues from the caldarium. A lead pipe 

pierces the centre of the southern wall at floor-level, emptying into what appears to be a drain 

running all along the south side. On the west another bath, about 10 ft. by 5 ft. (d), was found 

over a furnace-arch, and had raised shelves or benches or steps on each side. The stokehole 

(a), with benches (b) on each side for the stoker, lay to the west. The external walls were 

about 2 ft. thick and of stone; the hypocaust and flues of brick. The walls were plastered and 

painted in patterns and there was a moulding at the junction of floor and wall. Unfortunately 

there are no details of the pottery, but the coins noted are of Maximinus, Salonina, 

Constantine, and Gratian. Fragments of an Andernach millstone and another of red grit-stone 

were found. Though 'covered by a building adequate to guard them for a century,' by 1872 

every stone of the villa had disappeared, the shed having been pulled down and the place 

deliberately ploughed about ten years previously. The house at Cuddesdon lies less than a 

mile to the SW., and the Wheatley Anglo-Saxon cemetery is only ¼ mile away.  

 

In 1984 this was written up and illustrated  by local historian Fox.3 

 
1 https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/oxon/vol1/pp306-324. 
2 Archaeological Journal, ii (1846), p. 351 
3 J. Fox, Roman and Saxon Wheatley; A History and a Walkers’ Guide, (1984, Wheatley, 1995). Copies 

available in Wheatley Village Archive. 


