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Entered under the name Eltone, Holton appeared in the Domesday Book in 

A.D. 1084. It became part of the district known as the Honor or Barony of 

St. Watery, an account of which can be found in the Historical Notes of 

Beckley the head of that Barony. (It is interesting to note that the number of 

Holton inhabitants in 1842 was 277. not so different from today’s 

population.) 

This small cruciform church without aisles has its tower at the west end. It 

appears to have been built originally towards the end of the twelfth century 

but the chancel was rebuilt in the fourteenth; the nave remodelled and the 

tower added in the fifteenth. Both the nave and the chancel are narrower at 

the east end than the west. 

Through the Victorian porch, the north door is transition Norman with very 

good mouldings, the zigzag and tooth ornaments; it also boasts shafts with 

Norman sculptured caps. A century or so ago it was carefully cleaned from 

the whitewash which had been choking it and now, allowing for 

depredations, appears much as when it was can ed. 

In the chancel the east window (above the altar) is Decorated; it has three 

lights with flowing tracery. On the north side is another Decorated window 

with a single light next to a small door; on the south side are two windows 

in the same style and. to the right of the altar, a small round- headed 

“piscina" now sometimes used for Communion vessels. 

The nave, which was fitted with plain open pews in the mid-nineteenth 

century, has square-headed Perpendicular windows of three lights. The font 

which is still sometimes used for baptisms (though these are more often 

celebrated in the body of the church) is Perpendicular, octagonal, plain, and 

unusually large and solid. 

The roofs are all ceiled but the wall-plates with good Perpendicular 

mouldings remain; the chancel arch is transition Norman. The upper 

doorway to the rood staircase was opened in the early 19th century: it has a 

Decorated sanctus-bell turret over it surmounted by a cross, with the roll-

moulding as a string under it. On the east gable a good Decorated cross can 

also be discerned. 

The transept arches are transition Norman and pointed. The north transept 

has one Norman (c. 1200) and one Decorated window. About the middle of 

the fifteenth century’ the south transept was rebuilt, and



probably the nave remodelled, by William Brome as evidenced by the 

following inscription formerly preserved in the south transept, but destroyed 

previous to 1819: 

 
“Hie jacet Willielmus Brome, Qui hanc capellum fieri fecit et multabona 

huic ecclesiae erogarit, obiit 17 die mensis decembris, an. dom. 1461. 

Cujus animae propitietur Deus ” 

The Perpendicular Tower, plain with a good small west door and a good 

tower-arch, is pointed and recessed, the inner arch resting on fine corbel-

heads. For a long time this was concealed before being opened up and 

exposed to view. Unfortunately the western gallery was rebuilt at the same 

time and enlarged to such an extent that it was found necessary to introduce 

a window under it within the west door and to build a staircase on the 

outside of the tower, with a square-headed door. Recently it became 

necessary to strengthen the gallery floor by adding more robust supports to 

the framework. Hence the additional wooden pillars halfway down the nave, 

added in the late 20th century. 

There are three bells in the tower whose framework support had also to be 

restored in 1995 The inscription on the first bell reads: Richard Wise, 

William Wilkins, C.W. 1662 and on the second “Sancta Anna ora pro nobis” 

in 15th century lettering. The inscription on the third, its having been recast, 

is unfortunately not legible though in 1948 this Tenor bell was examined 

carefully by an expert who was able to make a rubbing. It emerged that the 

inscription included the mark of the founder William Watts of Bedford 

(circa 1560 A.D.) who is known to have been illiterate (so any further 

markings would convey nothing to us today anyway). 

A “Positive Minor” model made by Walkers of Ruislip in 1964, the present 

organ is a small example of the “Extension” system. It was thoroughly 

overhauled in 2002 when all the valves were replaced at a cost of over 

£2,200. It succeeded a previous organ built in 1860 which is now in 

Gloucestershire, which in turn followed an orchestra consisting of a fiddle, 

‘cello and a clarinet. 

An interesting anecdote centres on the burial place of Mrs Elizabeth 

Horseman , sister of George Brome of Holton Hall, who died at her home in 
Wheatley on the last day of 1629. She had come to Wheatley in 1600 as a 

widow but because of her connections she had the right to be buried in the 

chancel here. The entire Brome family had been penalised



for maintaining allegiance to the Roman Catholic faith so Mrs Horseman 

was refused burial in Wheatley but her maidservant had heard the Rector of 

Holton promise her burial in Holton. When she died, however, the Rector 

was ill and in any case refused to do so without the Archdeacon’s authority. 

Her friends took action, and when the Undertaker and Clerk came to ring the 

Epiphany peal on 6th January they found the doors open and a newly dug 

grave under the altar. A wall of silence closed on the incident but four 

people from Wheatley were excommunicated for it. A few months later, 
having done public penance, they were reinstated. But rumour has it that the 

body was dug up and subsequently reinterred outside the church. 

 
These notes include material from the Guide to the Architectural 

Antiquities in the Neighbourhood of Oxford, published by the Oxford 

Society for promoting the study of Gothic Architecture, 1846 


