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THE MERRY BELLS, Wheatley 

Church of England Temperance Society. This Society held a 
meeting at the Merry Bells on Thursday last. Addresses were 
given by the Vicar, Rev. A. Sturgess and Mr. Ryan, the London 
cabman, who gave a very powerful address to a crowded 
audience. 

Horticultural Lectures. Mr. Ho vail, continuing his hor-
ticultural lectures on Monday evening at the Merry Bells, took 
for his subject ‘Pinks, Carnations and Picotees’, describing the 
various means of propagation, hybridising etc. 

C.E.T.S. Meeting. The Merry Bells lecture hall on Friday 9th 
inst. was crowded to excess—several being unable to get 
standing room—to hear temperance addresses from Mr. Ryan 
(the Paddington cabman). The Vicar, Rev. A. Sturges presided 
and introduced the speaker who divided his remarks into two 
addresses of half an hour each. An excellent entertainment 
followed. The recitations and dialogues of the children both 
from Holton and Wheatley reflected the highest credit upon 
their teachers, i.e. Mrs. Rees Leyshon, Miss Christian, Miss 
Cook and Miss Amos (Holton). Mrs. Rees Leyshon too was 
highly successful in the training of her little company who 
performed a modern Cinderella to the great delight of the 
audience. It was generally remarked with keen satisfaction, 
that although the young who frequent the club at the Merry 
Bells were all present, and there was no charge for admission, 
the behaviour on the whole was quiet and orderly. It is 
noticeable that meetings of a religious, social or political 

character in the country villages of Oxfordshire are frequently 
disturbed, and such conduct would not be suffered for one 
moment in London. The Merry Bells, where such meetings as 
these are constantly held during the winter, should do much as 
a centre for the religious, educational and social amenities that 
the Oxfordshire villages so much need. It is one of the finest 
buildings of the kind to be found in any country village in 
England, and was a gift to the parish by Mrs. Miller of 
Shotover. Several County Council lectures have been held at 
the Merry Bells this winter. Miss Stubbs (Cuddesdon Palace) 
is now giving carving classes there, to the manifest good of the 
parish, and we are glad to hear that Mrs. Miller has consented 
to have one of the three rooms on the ground floor devoted 
exclusively to night school classes and to religious educational 
work. 

The following is the programme: 

Piano duet:  Miss Gray and Mrs. Amos 
Recitation:  Bruce the Spider—Lawrence Messenger 
Recitation:  The Fisherman and the Porter— 

Flora Knight 
Song: Cleansing Fires—Miss Christian 
Address: Part 1—Mr. Ryan 
Recitation:  Experience will prove—C. Life  
Song: Fiddle and I 
Piano Solo:  Sleighing on the Lake—Miss Amos  
Recitation: Curfew—Miss Cook 
Address: Part 2—Mr. Ryan 
Recitation:  Twins—Alf Wilmhurst 
Address: The Vicar 

Play: A modern Cinderella (by request)—Miss 
Cook, Helen Chapman, Edith Sheldon, Edith 
East, Mary Cox and Emma Hinton. 


