
OXONIAN NURSERIES (founded in 1934) 

The Oxonian Nurseries in Roman Road was run by Mr and Mrs Paris. 

Charles Henri Paris was bom in Switzerland at Bevaix, on Lac Neuchatel, on 9th March 1900. He 

trained as a horticultural apprentice in Switzerland but later moved to continue his work, 

specialising in Alpine plants, in Scotland c. 1920. 

He later found work in London, and the Midlands, and came to Oxford c.1930. He worked in the 

Nursery in Old Headington and lived nearby in The Croft, close to the church. He met Florence 

Wall (bom in Long Crendon 8/05/1902) soon afterwards, and the family story is that he met her and 

proposed to her within three weeks! They were married in Oxford on 9th March 1931. 

Charles and Florence lived in The Croft for three years until, in 1934, they had the opportunity to 

buy a cottage in Wheatley with three acres of land suitable for horticulture. Charles’ alpine nursery 

flourished, and he had orders from all over the country. Mail orders were sent off by rail every day 

- initially collected by a horse and cart, but later by a GWR lorry, and taken to Wheatley Station. 

He was well-known amongst alpine gardening enthusiasts, and provided plants and advice for the 

Millers at Shotover House, Mrs Lucia Harris of Rock House, Wheatley, and Valerie Finnis at 

Waterperry Horticultural School. On one occasion, after a torrential storm, many of the plants in the 

alpine garden at Waterperry lost their labels and Miss Havergal had to send for Charles Paris to 

come and sort them out! 

During the war years the nursery was turned over to growing vegetables and, the Paris’ were 

assisted in their work by landgirls. After the war, Charles returned to his first love of alpine plants, 

although he continued to grow tomatoes, lettuces, cucumbers etc for the people of Wheatley, and a 

fine selection of cut flowers. These were sold in the shop (Oxonian Stores) which they had built in 

1959 (7 Roman Road) next door to Garden Croft. The store was very popular with families living in 

the newly developed area at the east end of Wheatley. Many of their customers, unaware of Mr 

Paris’ Swiss ancestry, anglicised their Swiss surname and were quite convinced that the family was 

called Parry! Yvonne remembers that she resorted to pronouncing her surname in the English way - 

so that people would spell her name correctly. 

The Oxonian Stores was a typical ‘general store’, open from 8 am - 7 pm, with home-grown 

vegetables and a particularly good line in stationery and Swiss chocolate! The shop was sold to Mr 

Shah, a Ugandan refugee, in 1981. 

Mr and Mrs Paris’ two daughters, Marguerite (b. 21/09/43) and Yvonne (b. 13/07/45), were bom 

whilst the family were living in Garden Croft, and they still live in the village today (2006). 

Marguerite married first, Robert Horwood, from Beckley in 1965, and later, Terry Morris in 1989. 

Yvonne married John Robbins from Littlemore in 1964. Marguerite and Yvonne still live in 

Wheatley in 2006, as do Yvonne’s two daughters, Jacqueline (b. 7/08/67) and Nicola (b. 7/10/70), 

and Marguerite’s second daughter, Tracey (b.2/07/69). Marguerite’s elder daughter, Maria 

(b.25/06/66), lives in the USA with her husband, James Kennedy. They have a son, William, and a 

daughter Megan Rose. Tracey has two sons: Billy Alex (b. 15/12/98) and Joshua Aarron 

(b.30/10/01) 

Jacqueline Robbins married Geoff Irvine (01/06/02) and they have one son George Henri (b. 

23/03/04). Nicola married Stuart Barson (12/08/00) and they have one son, Dennis John 

(b.26/04/04) 
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