
0898 Bridge Hotel bankruptcy and claim against Oxford City Council 

 

Mrs Fanny Cordelia Foster, owner of the Bridge Hotel, had been declared bankrupt on 26 November 1926. 

As reported on 14 January 1927 at an adjourned meeting, George Mallam had been appointed as Official 

receiver, and Mr Eldridge represented the debtor, Mrs Foster. A committee of five representatives of the 

creditors was appointed. She had previously been the manager of the Beaufort Arms in Monmouth but had 

no previous experience at running a business. This she left to her ‘husband’ Arthur John Foster (although 

they were never married), but who was ill. Perhaps because of this latter, she had ‘wanted something to do’ 

and a home, and she accepted that she had made the purchase unwisely.  

 

There were liabilities of £4,838 and assets of £1,742. The hotel had been bought in 1921 for £4,500, but all 

that was paid down at the time was £870, apparently raised by Fanny selling jewellery and her motor-cycle 

and sidecar. This was the only working capital. There were two existing mortgages, £3.000 from Rev. 

Joseph Harrison of Ealing and £2,000 from Miss Bertha Vyver of Stratford-on-Avon, and there was also an 

amount owing to the Bank of Canada. Electric lighting had been installed in 1925 for £668 and, in 1926 her 

‘husband’ placed an order for the equipment for a filling station at a cost of £1,000, albeit this was put in her 

name. She admitted that, with hindsight, she was by then insolvent. 

 

Cuttings from January 1927 are in appendix 1. 

 

By 1929, presumably as a result of professional advice, the two mortgages were pursuing  a compensation 

claim against Oxfordshire Council that they had been injuriously affected by the prescription of a building 

line. This was said to penalise the existing buildings. [But, without, more detail, this claim cannot be further 

explored.] 

 

The remainder of the press articles from 1929 deal with matters of valuation. It was noted that an application 

for a drinks licence was refused in 1926; that the property had been put up for sale at £6,500 with the best 

offer of £4,000 rejected. In November 1927, Fuller Piser & Co had valued the property at £7,500; £3,000 for 

the filling station and meadows, £3,500 for the hotel based on an expectation of an annual profit of £1,00 

capitalised at 3,5 times; and £1,000 in expectation of a licence. 

 

The claim went to arbitration and the Council representative said that the claim was ludicrous and made an 

offer of £100, which the claimants equally described as ludicrous. The hearing then ended. 

 

Cuttings from January 1929 are in appendix . 

 

Not long after in 1930, Fanny was admitted to the Oxford County & City Mental Hospital where she stayed 

until May 1932. Then at some point in the late 30’s she was re-admitted and remained there until she died in 

1943. Obviously, all this had had an effect on her. Fanny and Arthur separated around the time she was 

admitted to the hospital and he later went onto marry another lady, bigamously tor not depending whether he 

had, in fact, married Fanny. 
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Oxford Chronicle 14 January 1927 
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Appendix 2 

 

Oxford Chronicle 11 January 1929 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


