
TALES FROM THE VILLAGE FOLK 

Memories of the past from people of Wheatley 1846 - 1992 

(compiled by Margaret Axford) 

 

Fifteen interviews took place: 

 

1. Wilfred Sheldon: blacksmith, Show Secretary of the VPA, and 

Churchwarden 

2. Rosie Jeffs: 1906-1988 memories of schooldays under Mr Leyshon 

3. Phyllis Cox (nee Smith): her father was a stone-mason, and her grandfather 

came to Wheatley when the church was being built.  Phyllis was taught to play 

the piano by Arthur Sheldon, and she was organist of St Mary’s church for 

over 40 years. 

4. Marion Wheeler: 1909 - ?  She and her husband came to Wheatley in 1946 

and ran a building business, and undertakers.  Winter of 1947, Old Folks 

Clubs 

5. Evan and Edith Bax: Edith was brought up by her aunt and uncle, Mr and 

Mrs Gomm who lived in the house which had been ‘The Chequers’.  Evan 

Bax came to Wheatley, from south Wales, in 1928.  He had worked in the coal 

mines for three years.  He met Ede working in her aunt’s shop.  They were 

married in the church in 1931.  Her account includes a very good description 

of the High Street and Crown Road 

6. Phyllis Shepherd (nee Washington)  Born 1907 in The Croft.  Her father 

used to work the lime kiln in Westfields, then he rented part of College Farm 

from Miller Road down to the Plough.  She remembers collecting water form 

the pump in Crown Square.  Her grandparents lived in Blenheim, beside the 

Pound where they rounded up the cattle. 

7. Dorothy and Bob Shorter: Bob was born in 1910 at 3, Shotover View, 

Littleworth.  He was one of fifteen children.  Doris was born in 1911 and her 

family moved to Littleworth where her father got a job in the brickworks.  

They later moved to The Avenue.  Bob worked at Avery’s Sawmill before 

moving to Pressed Steel, then Benfield & Loxleys, Morris Motors, and then 

the Territorial Army in 1939.  He has interesting was memories, and has been 

a stalwart member of the Wheatley British Legion up to 2003.  Both of them 

took part in ‘Mrs Young’s Pantomimes’ organised at the Chapel. 

8. Eva Davis (nee Smart) b.1909 came to Wheatley when she was 14.  Her 

husband (Bill)’s mother was Julie Putt.  Eva worked for Lord Elton’s ant, Miss 

Fletcher, in the Woodstock road, in Oxford.  T lived in one of the council 

houses in London Road for thirty years before they built Granary House (?next 

to the granary church).  Her son, John, is Johnnie chuckles the entertainer.  

Bill worked for the council and became their Clerk or works.  He used to make 

models of gypsy caravans. 

9. George (Bonnie) Martin 

10. Maurice Ashfield 

11. Fred and Moira Anson 

12. Lily Luckett 

13. Dorothy Tombs 

14. George and Anne Hanks 

15. Harry Stringer 

 


