
Villages combat 
‘rat run’ with 

new 20mph limit
WHEATLEY residents hope a 
new 20mph speed limit will 
discourage drivers from taking a 
short cut through their village. 

The special low limit for 
Wheatley High Street has been 
approved by the Transport 
Department and Oxfordshire 
County Council, and vil- lagers 
want to see it introduced as soon 
as possible. 

Mr Martin Lomas, chairman 
of the parish council, said many 
people drove through Horspath 
and Wheat- ley to avoid the 
congestion at Green Road 
roundabout in Oxford. He hoped 
the reduced speed limit and 
changes in parking restrictions 
in High Street would get what he 
described as rat running drivers 
out of the village. 

Mr Lomas said: “The speed 
limit in High Street is 30mph at 
the moment but it’s narrow and 
there are a lot of pedestrians 
there, particularly at weekends. 
I would think the majority of 
people would support the traffic 
calming. 

“I hope they do get on with it 
pretty promptly.” 

The fear now is that drivers 
will try to use other roads in 
Wheatley, like Farm Close Road 
and Beech Road, to bypass the 
speeding crack down in High 
Street. 

Oxfordshire County Council, 
which is paying for the High 
Street measures, has no money 
for further traffic restrictions. 
Mr Lomas said the parish 
council was trying to find the 
money itself. 

He added: “We’ve always 
pledged that we will try to 
allocate funds to implementing 
measures in these areas should it 
become necessary — and that 
still stands.” 

Mr David Young, the county 
council’s director of 
environmental services, 
reported to councillors last week 
that there had only been one 
objector to the proposals in 
Wheatley, and her worries could 
be sorted out. 

He said the Wheatley Society 
had asked the county for traffic 
calming in other streets as well 
as High Street. 

“These concerns were 
acknowledged during the con-
sultation exercises in 1996 and 
1997. However it was made 
clear at that time that the county 
council’s priority was to reduce 
the accidents in the High 
Street,” he added. 

“Current estimates indicate 
that the High Street works will 
require all the money in the 
scheme budget.”

 


