
Dorothy Tombs 

Dorothy Tombs was born at College Farm, off Crown Square, on 14th August 1916. She was the 

second child of Alderman William Tombs and his wife, Fanny Evelyn. Her brother, William 

Thomas, had been born six years earlier, on 8th February 1910. 

Dorothy went to the village school, when Mr Leyshon was Headmaster, and left when she was 14 

years old. As was usual for girls of her age at the time, her role was to help her mother to run the 

family home, and do other jobs around the farm for her father. Her brother, William, also worked 

on the farm, and there was one other permanent worker, with others employed as and when they 

were needed. At that time the farm was divided into three smallholdings: William Tombs had one; 

Ernest Shepherd another; and Mr Bathard had the third. 

At that time College Farm land stretched up to Church Road, as far as The Doctor’s House (112), 

and this was mainly an apple orchard where hens and chickens ran freely. There were usually eight 

large black saddle-back pigs, and a herd of Blenheim bullocks which were fattened for meat on 

land opposite Combe Wood, at the top of Ladder Hill. The main crops, alternating year by year, 

were wheat and potatoes. The doctor’s house had previously been a public house called The Crown 

Tap and it was owned by Hall’s Brewery. The brewery also owned the land between the Church 

Road council houses and Office Lane. Office Lane was the little lane that runs from opposite the 

doctor’s house up to London Road - so called because the auctioneer’s office was there in the days 

when they used to hold a market in the Crown yard. Ron White used to work for Halls Brewery and 

they sold him the piece of land next to the doctor to build his bungalow. Mr Tombs and Mr Will 

Sheldon bought the land on the other side of the road, from the brewery, where the allotments were. 

Although she was kept busy in the house and on the farm, Dorothy also made time for voluntary 

work with WVS. She had learnt to drive in 1953, and helped to deliver Meals-on-Wheels twice a 

week with Dorothy and Joyce Avery, for twenty years. She used to help with the teas for the Over 

Sixties Club in the village, and also as a volunteer at the limb fitting centre at the Nuffield 

Orthopaedic Centre. 

Dorothy’s mother, Fanny Evelyn Shurrock, was born in Long Crendon. Before she was married, 

she had come to Wheatley, to work in service to the Miss Gales, of the brewing family, who lived 

in Ivy Lodge, now known as The Old Parsonage, and numbered 25 High Street,. 

Alderman Tombs was a ‘Chapel Man’, who said that his religious faith could be summed up in the 

words, “Do good: be good!” He was a teetotaller, although the family kept whisky in the house ‘for 

illness’, and her mother made home-made wine. However, Dorothy and her mother regularly 

attended at St Mary’s Church. Dorothy was confirmed there and continued to attend the 

Communion Service on Wednesday mornings into her late eighties. She was also a member of St 

Mary’s Guild, and an associate member of the Mothers’ Union. 

The Tombs’ were a large Wheatley family, and Dorothy’s father was one of six children: Uncle 

Ted lived in Crown Road, Uncle Jim lived in the Manor House (at the time when it was divided 

into four cottages), Uncle Jo lived in one of the council houses, and another uncle lived in one of 

the Blenheim cottages, bordering Littleworth Road. 

When her mother died (13 October 1950) and her father gave up the farm, Dorothy and her father 

went to live in the bungalow which he had built on his own land in Church Road. This was Daisy 

Green, now 110 Church Road. Later, in 1962, Dorothy’s brother, William, who ran a very 

successful coal business next to the railway station, built a fine brick house, next door to Daisy 

Green, (Orchard House, 112 Church Road) for his wife and children. 


