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John and Sarah Putt produced eleven children, two of which were called William. The first William was baptised on 4th December 1808, and 

was buried 9 days later on 15th December 1808 in Cassington. Their next child was also a boy, and he was baptised William on 29th October 

1809 in Cassington. Like his brothers, he learned a trade and became a Shoemaker.  We know little of his early life, but we certainly know a 

great deal about his later life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

William met Mary Ann Moore from Oxford and married her at Great Milton on 9th December 1832.  It is probable he fathered a daughter with 

Mary Ann before their marriage, as Sarah Putt Moore was baptised on 5th January 1831 in St. Giles, Oxford.  She appears on the 1841 census 

living in Wheatley, aged 10, living with William Putt, 30, a Shoemaker, his wife Mary, 33, and two other children, Harriet aged 8, and Hannah 

aged 5, who is believed to die during the summer of 1844. 

 

Life was eventful for William. On 8th July 1837 he was taken before the Bullingdon Petty Sessions at Oxford on a charge of wilful damage. 

Together with two others, William Brandon and Samuel Slatter, he was charged that on 4th July at Wheatley they did damage certain wearing 

apparel, the property of Thomas Hunt, then being in his Beer Shop and then and there injured to the amount of 3s. All three were convicted by 

Mr. Matthews and were fined 3s. to be paid to the injured party, plus 22s.6d. in costs, and in default of immediate payment, to be imprisoned in 

the House of Correction for one month. Sadly the case does not appear to have been reported in the local press, so we are left without knowing 

the type of damage he caused!   

 

We also know that William Putt became part of the Wheatley Morris Men for a time, together with his brother Nathaniel, and son George. He 

was recorded as being born in 1809 and was a Shoemaker. The Wheatley Morris were a very well-regarded side and were recorded as dancing at 

Whitsuntide. 

 

William Putt was also involved in the formation of a Non-Conformist Meeting House in Wheatley, constructed c. 1842 and later additions, 

formed from a Barn. A membership list indicates William joined on 14th March 1843. His wife was admitted on 1st December 1844. Their 

daughter, Hannah, was one of the first to be baptised at the new Meeting House on 26th April 1846, aged 1 month. 

 



Their first child, Sarah Moore, married Isaac Munt in 1848. Their family tree is not shown here. 

On the 1851 census William, now aged 41, is working as a Shoemaker and a Messenger, employing two men. His wife, Mary A. is now aged 44, 

and the census tells us that she was born in Horspath. Their family has grown to include William 9 (an earlier William had died aged 4), George 

7 (an earlier George had died aged 3), Hannah 5, Thomas 3 and Stephen aged 1 week, all born in Wheatley. The two employees, George Smith, 

21, and John Smith, 18, are both described as Journeyman Shoemakers. Much more information on Mary Ann Putt can be found by searching 

the archive for “Mary Ann Putt”. She died, aged 50, in Littlemore Asylum on 29th March 1857 of diarrhoea and general paralysis.  She never 

returned to her home after admission. She was buried in Wheatley churchyard. 

 

William appears in the 1852 Oxford Directory listed as William Putt, Shoemaker, Wheatley. 

 

After the death of Mary Ann, the 1861 census finds William Putt, now aged 51, described as a Rural Post Messenger and Master Shoemaker, 

living in Wheatley with William 19, Hannah 15, Thomas 13 and Stephen 10. Two of the children are listed as Journeymen (presumably William 

and Thomas) but the wording actually is against Hannah’s name! They also have a visitor in the home, Ann Brooks, 22, single, and a general 

servant. 

 

On 21st September 1863 at Cowley parish church, William Putt married for the second time to Ellen Elizabeth Collins from Oxford. Both parties 

signed the register. 

 



 
The household does not seem to be a happy one as the first of several cases of assault was reported in the Oxford Journal of 23rd January 1864. 

This case was heard at the Bullingdon Petty Sessions held at County Hall on 16th January 1864, when William Putt junior of Wheatley, 

Shoemaker, was charged with assaulting Ellen Putt, his step-mother on 12th January. The defendant spat in her face but it appeared that an angry 

feeling had subsisted between them since his father’s second marriage.  The case was dismissed with a caution. The list of worshippers at the 

Congregational Church was updated c.1864, and William’s name was excluded by non-attendance. 

 

More marital discord was reported in the Oxford Chronicle in March 1866. William Putt, Shoemaker, was charged at the Bullingdon Petty 

Sessions with assaulting Ellen Putt at Wheatley on 27th February 1866.  The case was dismissed. Then on 9th November 1867, the Oxford times 

reports that both William Putt senior and William Putt junior of Wheatley were charged on remand at the Bullingdon Sessions with assaulting 

Ellen Putt at Wheatley on 24th October 1867. A further case was heard at County Hall, Oxford, before the Magistrates on 5th November 1870, 

and was recorded in the Oxford Chronicle, when William Putt junior of Wheatley, Shoemaker, was examined for assaulting Ellen Putt on 26th 

October 1870. 

 

The couple appear on the 1871 census living in Wheatley. William Putt was now aged 61, and his wife Ellen is aged 42, born Oxford. They have 

produced four children, Alice aged 6, Ellen 4, Harriet 2, and Maud aged 2 months, all born in Wheatley.  

 



William was restored to the Congregational Church on 1st April 1877. He ‘died, trusting in Jesus, on 13th December 1879 aged 70’. He was 

buried in the churchyard of St Mary’s on 17th December. 

 

Moving down to the next generation are four sons who married and had issue. The first of these was William, born 1841, who has already been 

much referred to. 

 
Then George, born 1843, and Thomas, born 1848, are shown on the same display.  



 
 

George was a shoemaker (although in 1860, when a Morris Dancer, he was referred to as a labourer) who lived at the Crown Tap. On 2 

September 1863, he married Ann Brooks, who was born in 1839. Thomas, bootmaker and dealer, lived at number 7 Blenheim in the terrace of 

cottages and married Sarah Clements on 1 November 1869. His son, Ernest is shown on the next family tree. 

 

Shown earlier, but not on the above tree, Stephen Putt, born in 1851 and married to Julia Cousins in 1870, only had two daughters. As well as 

being a bootmaker, Stephen is said to have been the licensee of the Cricketers Arms, which was established in 1871. He is not on the list of 

licensees from 1881 onwards, but may have run this inn in its first 10 years? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the next generation down from Thomas Putt (born in 1848) were five sons and two daughters. This history only follows Ernest Putt, born 

21 May 1876 who was a postman, sanitary inspector, lime kiln worker and drayman at different times in his life. 

 

 
 

Thomas Putt, b. 17 Sept 1899, served on HMS Pembroke II (service number – K46748) from 12 October 1917. He lived at No 11, Blenheim. 

 



Ernest’s son Stephen, known as Stivvie, continued the family business and became a cobbler and also a tailor with premises at 4 Station Road 

and later in the lean-to adjacent 62 High Street. He was also disabled. Here he is in a rare photograph taken when he was driving his car, known 

as the ‘Rocket’. 

 

 
 

 


