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Break-up of the Manor Farm Estate in the 1840s            Acc 2287 

 

Background 

 

Since 1787, the Whalley Smythe Gardiner family had held ownership through a succession of marriage settlements thus ensuring that the incumbent 

family member only had a life interest and with power of mortgage and sale held by the settlement trustees. The estate was put up for sale in 1812, 1813 

and 1817 but failed to sell as, after the end of the Napoleonic Wars, there was a massive economic downturn which affected international trade and 

domestic values including rents, and this may well have been the reason that the disbanding took so long. By 1834, all their holdings in Oxfordshire 

(including Wheatley) and Hampshire had been burdened by a significant mortgage. 

 

In February 1841, according to this press cutting, the estate was put up for sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

The sale particulars and map were as below 
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It appears that a sale to J Groves took place of the areas marked in red on the sale plan, these extending his 

existing ownerships and starting to create Wheatley’s main farm as it is in 2021. 

 
 

These holdings were initially tenanted to James Orpwood in 1845 and to William Bracher from 1851. 
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In February 1846, according to this press cutting, the remainder of the estate 

was put up for sale. Particulars and sale plan also shown. 

 

February 1846 Particulars 
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Sale plan February 1846 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots 1 and 3 did not sell. 

Lot 2 (hatched red) was sold 

to Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

Sale particulars June 1846 

 

 

 

 

 

According to a further press cutting, another sale was 

therefore planned in June 1846. Also shown are the 

particulars and the sale plan,  
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Sale plan June 1846 

 

 
 

Chillingworth bought Lots 1-11 ; Edward Elton the whole of Lot 12 in 1849; and The Manor House and 

adjacent 16 acres (Lot 1), owned by then by the Whalley Smythe Gardiner family, was sold to the Diocese 

of Oxford in 1851. 
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1846 sales to Chillingworth shaded blue, and additional land acquired by Bishop of Oxford, shaded brown. 

 

 
 

Reverting to the land previously part of the Manor Farm holding, a further sale of this took place in 1857 

to Gammie Maitland, who had bought the Shotover Estate in 1854. He was profligate and had to sell it in 

1871 to Lieutenant Colonel James Miller. It was subject to various mortgages and part sales took place until, 

in 1902, the rump of the Rectory Farm land was sold to Joseph Stowe, as confirmed by the 1910 Valuation 

map, where it is the green holding of 246 acres shown numbered 324.
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1910 map showing Joseph Stowe ownership numbered 324 

 


