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Oxford House School of English has become CES OXFORD, OXFORD 
HOUSE. After 29 years of running the school, Christine and I have retired, having sold 
Oxford House School as a going concern to Centre of English Studies, UK and Ireland. 
This is another family-run concern with a reputation for quality. CES intends to retain as 
many as possible of the special features which we have established over the years, whilst 
developing and modernising, where appropriate, and growing the business so as to 
ensure a more consistent flow of students into the school. Over the past few months we 
have come to know and like Justin Quinn and his family, as well as the new Principal, 
Peter Williams, and we are confident that the school is in good hands and will now benefit 
from a new impetus. We are particularly pleased that CES has taken on the existing staff, 
and this should help substantially to smooth the transition. 

  

When we bought 67 High Street and converted the very dilapidated building into 
a language school, it required substantial rebuilding and renovation work, for which we 
have to thank many local people, especially the architects Mike Vaughton and his team 
and the builder, Ian Roberts and his dad. We were delighted with the result, and pleased 
to have turned what was an eyesore in the High Street into the handsome building it now 
is. Ten years later, needing extra space, we bought the adjoining building, 65 High Street, 
formerly ‘Bradshaw’s Travel'. 

Several thousand students from different parts of the world have had the 
experience of living and studying in Wheatley, and in almost every case they have gone 
home with lovely memories of their time here. Many return, and a Swiss lady, currently 
on her fifth course at the school, recently said to a visitor that she felt Wheatley was ‘a 
home from home’. That students feel this way is due partly to the incredibly dedicated 
and long-serving staff at the school, but also in large measure to the very warm welcome 
the students receive in their host families and in the village as a whole. For this we are 
immensely grateful, knowing that any success we have enjoyed has depended crucially 
on it being a co-operative enterprise. We very much hope that the inhabitants of Wheatley 
will remain equally supportive towards the school under its new ownership and that the 
community will continue to benefit from having foreign students amongst us, both for the 
economic gain they bring, but more especially for the opportunities presented for 
international friendship and understanding. 
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