
Alice, 106, keeps busy
 
Oxford’s oldest citizen, Mrs Alice 
Whiting, pictured below with one of 
her many birthday cards, has 
celebrated her 106th birthday. 

Until September she boasted a 
record of good health to be envied by 
the fittest 20-year-old, for she had 
never been in hospital for treatment. 

But since then Mrs Whiting, of 
Iffley House, Iffley Turn, Oxford, 
suffered a bad fall in her room when 
she broke her hip and had to be taken 
hospital. 

Doctors are amazed at her 
recovery, and she was well enough 
this week to celebrate her birthday in 
style with a birthday party at Iffley 
House and a special dinner at The 
Eastgate Hotel when the manager 
gave her a bouquet of flowers. 

Mrs Whiting’s daughter, Mrs 
Mary Dancy, who is herself 77, of 10 
Westbury Road, Oxford, said: “We 
were so surprised with how well she 
has been doing.” 

She has impressed the doctors and 
the staff at her home, and she is now 
learning to walk again. 

Mrs Whiting was born in Surrey in 
1877, the youngest of 13 children. 
When she thought she was 98, she 
received a letter from a cousin to say 
that she was 100. 

Her family checked her birth 
certificate six years ago, and sure 
enough she was 100. Until that time 
she was living two years behind. 

Keep busy 

She said: “The best thing to do is 
to keep busy, I tell the younger ones 
to go and get on with it. If you want to 
keep well it is the best thing.” 

In 1906 Mrs Whiting came to the 
area when her husband Thomas, who 
died in 1956 at the age of 79, was head 
gardener at Shotover House. 

Mrs Whiting has one other son 
alive, Mr Eric Whiting, of Fairacres, 
Oxford, and one who died a few years 
ago. She had six grandchildren and 
seven great grandchildren. 
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