
(Margaret) Mary Stone 

(Margaret) Mary Stone (she used her second Christian name) was born in 

Oxford, in 1921, and went to Milham Ford School where she became Head Girl 

and captain of Hockey. After obtaining a scholarship she decided that she 

wanted to become a nurse. She trained at Nottingham General Hospital and, 

after qualifying as a State Registered Nurse, she came back to Oxford where 

she specialized in orthopaedics at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre. 

Mary decided to go to Uganda to help people who needed specialist care, and 

spent much of her time in the Leprosy Centre at Kumi in the North East of the 

country. Eventually, she became the Matron of this hospital. She also did a lot 

of work raising money to help the local people: one of her fundraising efforts 

helped to buy a tractor for the villagers. She became a close friend to a 

number of small children, and supported several of them financially so that 

they were able to have a good education. It was here she met her friend Enid 

Elsden, who was doing similar work. 

When Idi Amin came to power, Mary was forced to leave Uganda at short 

notice, after some 23 years. During the troubles the hospital was damaged and 

gutted by fire. It was later rebuilt and, when she returned to Kumi, the new 

wing was named after her: the 'Mary Stone Wing'. 

When she came back to England, Mary lived in Rickmansworth, to be near to 

her mother, Edith. At this time she was doing pioneer work on vaccinations for 

children, and was awarded the MBE for her work in Uganda. 

After her mother's death, and her own retirement, Mary moved to Wheatley 

and invited Enid Elsden to share her home in Orchard Close. They were both 

active members of St Mary’s Church. 

As her health deteriorated, Mary moved to Westgate House, a care home in 

Wallingford, where she spent her final years. She died in March 2010 and her 

funeral was held at St Mary's Church in Wheatley. 


