
 

Wheatley pupils 

help design eco-

classrooms 
ARCHITECTS designing new eco-classrooms 
at an Oxfordshire school called in help from 
those who will spend most time in them — the 

pupils. 
Children at Wheatley Park School, in 

Holton, near Wheatley, helped draw up plans 
for a £2m teaching block which is replacing 

ten outdated temporary classrooms. 
The new building has a number of 

environmental features, such as rainwater 
tanks used for flushing toilets, and 

overhanging eaves which will help to reduce 
temperatures during the summer. 

Ten permanent state-of-the-art classrooms 

are to be created, which will be used by the 
English and media departments. 

The new building will be heated using 
renewable energy stored in the ground and 

the system can be reversed to help cool the 
building in the summer. 

Councillor Michael Waine, Oxfordshire 
County Council's cabinet member for school 

improvement, said: "We want to reduce the 

county's stock of temporary buildings and I am 
delighted that up to 10 temporary classrooms 
will be removed from the school site. 

"This is a really exciting project and it's 

fantastic that pupils have been involved in the 
design for the new building. 

‘The scheme is part of a continuing 
programme of investment in school buildings 

to provide the very best and up-to-date 
facilities for our pupils. 

"It is also very positive that a big focus has 

been placed on using the latest and greenest 

technology available." 

Construction work begins in September 
and is due to be completed in August 2008. 

Kate Curtis, headteacher at the school, 
which has 1,380 pupils, said: "We are very 

much looking forward to the opening of our 
new English and media centre. It will give us 
scope for many creative projects. 

“Our students are committed to the 

creation of a sustainable building and are 
proud of the contribution they have made to 
the design.”
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