
Glenville Rees Evans 

(Headmaster of Wheatley Primary School 1956 - 1983) 

Glen Evans was born on 6th December 1924, the older of two brothers in a 

coal-mining family in Ystradgynlais in the Swansea valley. He was a pupil at 

Ystradgynlais Grammar School and then went on to Trinity College, in 

Carmarthen where he trained to be a teacher. 

He was conscripted for war service in 1942 and joined the South Wales 

Borderers, working in the intelligence service, in India, Sumatra and other 

places in the Far East. 

Glen Evans was a very keen rugby player and he played for Trinity College, 

the local rugby club in Sidmouth, and for a London Welsh side before a leg 

injury ended his rugby career. However, he maintained his interest in the 

game both locally and nationally. He was a founder member of the Rugby 

Club in Wheatley, and continued to be responsible for negotiating for 

tickets for the international rugby matches at Twickenham and Cardiff. 

He began his teaching career in Birmingham after the war, and met his 

lifelong partner, Audrey, whilst accompanying a youth group to Ladram Bay 

in Devon, in April 1948. Audrey was working a secretary for the Bicton 

Farm Institute which ran a year's course in Agriculture and Horticulture, 

on Lord Clinton's estate near East Budleigh. They met in the village pub in 

Otterton. 

Audrey and Glen were married in London in March 1948, and Glen got a job 

teaching at a Secondary Modern School in Sidmouth. Times were hard in 

those post war days: food was rationed, and a week's rent was £2:10 

shillings, which was exactly half of a teacher's salary of £5 a week. So 

they moved to London, where Audrey's mother had a vacant flat in her 

house and Glen got a job teaching at the Boys' Central School in Balham. 

Margaret was born in June 1950, and Glen was appointed Head of Fritwell 

CE Primary School, a post which carried with it a school house for the 

headmaster. During their time in Fritwell, Glen served on both the 

Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council. 

In 1956 Glen became Head of Wheatley CE Primary School where he 

remained for 27 years, retiring in 1983. The school expanded greatly 



during this time and was one of the most highly regarded primary schools 

in the county. Mr Evans was strict but fair: his pupils respected him, and 

the teachers in the school were inspired by his leadership - some of them 

going on to become Head Teachers themselves. Clive Hallett, who joined 

the school as a newly qualified teacher in 1966, succeeded Mr Evans as 

Head in 1983, remained in that post until his retirement in 2005, said in a 

tribute at Glen’s funeral that he had 'had a profound influence on his life’. 

Children with academic or musical gifts, were encouraged to apply for 

schools where their talents could be developed, and Mr Evans himself gave 

them extra coaching in the lunch hour, or after school. Pupils and their 

parents spoke highly of his commitment to their learning, his caring nature, 

his vast knowledge of the extended families and their links with the 

village, and his interest in their lives after they had left the school. 

Margaret was a pupil at Holton Girls' Grammar School, and she became a 

gifted musician. She read Music at Nottingham University, and for several 

years she sang with the d'Oyly Carte Opera Company. Later she set up a 

specialist business, 'Off the Page’, supplying tapes for blind people. She 

lives in West Norwood. 

Glen had a sincere Christian faith, and he was a committed churchman. He 

was a Churchwarden at Fritwell for five years, and Churchwarden in 

Wheatley for over twenty years. 

Glen and Audrey bought a house in Tiddington in 1981 and moved there two 

years prior to their retirement. This is where they spent the last twenty-

five years of their married life together. Glen served on the Parochial 

Church Council at Albury, the Parish Church for the village of Tiddington. 

He became an active member of the SSAFA, the soldiers, sailors and air 

force association, and helped Mrs Ivy Morgan with the Red Cross Disabled 

Club. He belonged to the Freemasons and regularly attended meetings in 

both Thame and Oxford. 

He died on 20th October 2006 of prostate cancer. 


