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The Granary Church, Wheatley 

This fine building is listed as a building of architectural and historic interest 

(Grade II). The external walls are thought to be built with an outer face of 

local stone and an internal face of local burnt brick, resting on arches that 

have more recently been filled in. The walls are approximately half a metre 

thick and the windows have leaded lights. 

Originally the roof consisted of Stonesfield slates but in 1960, after the 

building had suffered from some years of neglect, the slates were replaced 

with the normal blue slates. 

The building is reputed to have been a grain store in the time of Oliver 

Cromwell and the Civil War (1642-1651). The first official documents that 

are known to exist date only from Jan 11th 1882 when the building which 

was then owned by John Rogers was conveyed to Joseph William Rose and 

John George Rose. It later passed to other members of the Rose family. 

One document states that the building was erected on a piece of ground 

being part of a garden formerly belonging to The George Inn (now The 

George Gallery). The earliest known reference to The George Inn is in a 

document which is owned by Mi’ Young of The George Gallery which 

states that a landlord of The George Inn died in the bedroom above the 

kitchen in 1577. It is therefore presumed that The Granary is at least 350 

years old. In his book 'Wheatley Records 956-1956' Dr W. O. Hassell quotes 

a record mentioning The George Inn under the date 1588. 

On May 1928 Mr Savage of James Street Hall, Oxford bought the building 

from Annie Sarah Rose of Rock House, Kiln Lane, Wheatley for the sum of 

£85 and it was then conveyed from her and her trustees to the 'Western 

Counties Trust'. The building was to be used as a mission hall and services 



 

were originally arranged and conducted by worshippers from James Street 

Hall. 

Local residents can remember the building still being used as a grain store 

around 1925 by Mr Charlie Shepherd of Ambrose Farm, Crown Road. At 

that time the building had an upper and ground floor with vertical steps from 

the ground floor to the first floor. Sacks of grain had to be taken up the steps 

on the workmen's backs. Residents remember carts coming up filled with 

sacks of grain and other feed. Sometimes sacks would split and locusts - the 

fruit of the carob tree from the Mediterranean - would spill out. Mr Shepherd 

would allow the children to help themselves to the honey-like tasting nuts 

and pods. On the other side of the road (now the recreation ground) was the 

local rubbish tip and so it was not surprising that the under part of The 

Granary building was infested by very large rats! 

When the building was taken over in 1928, considerable alterations were 

undertaken for its use as a mission hall. A number of members from James 

Street Hall, Oxford, including Mr Fromow and Mr Webster carried out the 

work. The main work was cutting out three-quarters of the upper floor 

including cutting through the very stout oak beams. The remaining quarter 

of the upper floor was retained and railed off for use as a gallery. Removable 

partitions were subsequently made so that the gallery could become a 

separate room for use by infants of the Sunday School. 2 

Mr H L Stanley of James Street Hall, Oxford was for many years in charge 

of the mission and during the war years he would cycle out from Oxford at 

least twice a week, whilst a relative of his, Mrs Phippard, ran the Ladies 

Meeting. 

Mrs Bowler remembers having to bring buckets of water from Bell Lane as 

there was no water laid on at the Granary, and later water was brought from 
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the Co-op. It wasn't until about 1958 that mains water was laid on. As there 

was no mains drainage, when a sink was put in in 1967 a pipe conveyed the 

waste water to a hole dug by Mr Wells under the floor and filled with coke 

to make a soakaway! In 1973 the possibility of having a toilet was 

considered and enquiries were made regarding the possibility of connecting 

the building to the mains sewer which was under the road which ran down 

the hill past the Co-op. The £746 cost of connection was prohibitive. A 

portable camping toilet was therefore installed. 

The building was originally heated by a large tortoise coke stove which was 

lit well before the start of meetings, but the smoke which escaped into the 

hall seldom cleared before the meeting commenced! Mrs Bowler undertook 

the job of looking after the stove and other duties. In the early 1960s the 

stove was demolished (and put through the trap door into the space under 

the floor!), and overhead gas heating was installed. This was later changed 

for floor mounted gas heaters. 

Concern was expressed in the early 1960s about a long vertical crack in the 

brickwork at the back of the building but careful observations by structural 

engineers since have shown that no movement has taken place in the past 30 

years. 

3 

In the early 1970s secondary glazing was put in as the leaded light 

windows were in bad shape and the whole building was very draughty. 

Mr Stanley carried on very diligently as leader until the early 1960s with 

a weekly programme which included a Sunday evening service plus a 

Tuesday evening meeting. A Ladies Meeting on Thursday afternoons 

was led by Mrs Pontin of James Street Hall. In the early days of the 

Ladies Meeting, Granny Shepherd of The Croft (now in Mulberry Drive) 



 

and Mrs Eyelott were prominent members. 

Very closely connected with The Granary in the 1950s and early 1960s 

was Mr Farwell, a part-time Army Scripture Reader at the Holton Camp 

Hospital. This hospital had been used during the war by Americans and 

was on the site of the present John Watson School. After the war the 

hospital was run by the British Forces, mainly head injury cases, and 

patients were sometimes flown into Holton by helicopter. Mr Farwell had 

great influence with the patients and he persuaded many to attend the 

Granary Sunday evening services. When the hospital closed Mr Farwell 

took an interest in men with special needs who were housed at Old 

House, Kiln Lane and he generally was able to muster a row of these men 

at the Sunday evening service! In the early 1950s a Russian princess who 

lived at Holton attended the meetings. 

In 1956 a Sunday School was commenced after the arrival of Mr & Mrs 

Wells from Kent. They were joined by young helpers from James Street 

Hall, Oxford. Open air meetings and house-to- house visitation were 

carried out prior to and after the start of the Sunday School. Mr Wells 

was the first Superintendent of the Sunday School followed by Ken 

Woods, Peter Dean and Paul Cox. 

 

Up to 1973 the expenses were borne by James Street Church. In 1973, 

after much prayer and in consultation with James Street Church, it was 

decided that the time had come for The Granary to be a separate meeting 

and to hold a worship service every Sunday morning. 

The Fellowship commenced in 1973 with twelve members: Mr & Mrs P 

Dean, Mr & Mrs F Moore, Mr & Mrs G Rasmussen, Mr & Mrs D Wells and 

Mr & Mrs C Wragg plus Mr & Mrs Woods who joined later. About this time 

Miss Haworth also joined and helped with the older girls for many years. 
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Mrs Pontin continued } to be responsible for the Ladies Meeting. 

The work continued as a separate church until 1982. About that time, 

however, many members of the fellowship moved away from Wheatley 

because of change of employment and it was felt that the remaining 

members could not carry on, on their own. In 1982 the church ceased to be 

a separate church although the Sunday School and Ladies Meeting 

continued. From 1982 Mr & Mrs Dean and Mr & Mrs Wells attended the 

Northway Church. 

In 1981 Mr & Mrs P Goddard who were members of Headington Baptist 

Church moved into the village. In 1983 they commenced a Tuesday evening 

housegroup in their home, wanting to start outreach in the village which did 

not clash with Granary Flail. In the mid-1980s Mr & Mrs Wells and Mr & 

Mrs Dean joined the housegroup together with Mr Marshall Shallis and Mr 

& Mrs Pashley. 

In 1988 the housegroup discussed evangelism and outreach within the 

village and in October of that year a decision was taken to restart Sunday 

morning meetings once a month at the Granary with about 12 members. This 

was done with the support of the elders of James Street church. 

During 1988 it was apparent that there was support for The Granary 

becoming a full church and so on 1st January 1989 the Housegroup 

constituted itself as a new church and services have been held every week 

since then. 

Early in 1989 responsibility for the building was transferred from James 

Street to the new church known as The Granary Evangelical Church. 

Initially the membership was 20 and two Elders were appointed (Peter Dean 

and Philip Goddard). In December 1990 the number of Elders was increased 



 

to three by the addition of Paul Cox and at the beginning of 1992 Philip 

Goddard was appointed as part- time Pastor. 

In September 1989 a married couple (Benjie and Rhoda Leach) joined in 

membership. They were members of Wycliffe Bible Translators and were 

preparing to eventually be translators in Mozambique. The church helps to 

support them financially and, in addition to regular giving, have helped them 

to acquire a four- wheel drive vehicle. Benjie and Rhoda spent eighteen 

months in 1991/92 in Portugal learning the language before moving to 

Mozambique in September 1992 to start their translation work in that 

country. 

Early in the life of the new church the old (pedal) organ was replaced with 

a new Yamaha keyboard and since then worship has often been led by a 

group of instrumentalists as well as the keyboard. Other 'modernisations' 

have included the provision of velvet curtains, the replacement of the gas 

heaters, a new external vandal-proof light, replacement of the external notice 

boards and the provision internally at the front of the church of a collage and 

two posters. 

During a severe gale in 1990 some small parts of the external stonework 

were dislodged and it was apparent that the walls needed attention. The 

leaded windows were also in poor condition and, after lengthy discussion 

with the local authority, permission was given for the stonework to be 

repointed and some stones replaced and also for the leaded light windows to 

be replaced 

In the first three years of the new church the number of people attending 

steadily increased and this put some pressure on facilities. The size of the 

kitchen and the Portaloo toilet were not easily coping with the increased 

numbers. In July 1992 a new toilet was built, the kitchen enlarged, a new 
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sink and some new kitchen units installed and the toilet and sink connected 

to the main sewer. The old lights have been replaced by high level spotlights 

and the floor has been sanded, stained and coated. 

Since January 1989 seven infants have been dedicated, fifteen people have 

been baptised on profession of faith and there has been one funeral service. 

In 1991 the church was registered for the solemnization of marriages and in 

June 1992 Ian and Leah Huckin were the first couple to be married there 

The church has always been active in outreach; members supported the Billy 

Graham Livelink in July 1989, in June 1991 there was a Youth Alive 

weekend and in July 1992 a Holiday Bible Club for children. The first 

church weekend was held in Hemel Hempstead in October 1991 and a 

subsequent one in October 1992. The church library has about 250 books 

and the tape library has about twenty tapes available for loan. 

There is a full weekly programme including on Sunday mornings a worship 

service at 10.30 am (with communion on the first Sunday of the month), 

Tuesday evenings a Bible discussion/ prayer meeting held in a member's 

home at 8.00 pm (with communion on the third Tuesday of the month), the 

third Thursday of the month a Women's Fellowship, Friday evenings lively 

meetings for youngsters (7-11 years old), and Saturday a prayer meeting in 

the church at 8.30 am. 

The church cooperates with the other churches in the village and with other 

evangelical churches in the area. 

January 1996 


