
 
Wheatley speciality for marking 

special occasions - Gaelic Coffee 

after Mass. The Wheatley 

community find many reasons for 

serving Gaelic Coffee during the 

course of an average year! They 

also look for other opportunities to 

work, pray and play together 

including Mass on feast days, 

charitable and social events and 

even having fun cleaning the 

church or attending to grounds 

maintenance! 

Wheatley is also outward looking 

and is part of the ecumenical 

group “Wheatley Area Churches”. 

Our Lady of Lourdes currently 

holds the chairmanship of WAC. 

It hosts ecumenical events and 

takes part in services at other 

churches in the area. Members of 

the Wheatley community 

participate in the work of many 

Church societies, and are 

represented on the Parish Pastoral 

Consultative Group. They also 

play an active part in public life 

and can be found, as volunteers in 

a wide variety of situations 

including the Bishops’ Public Life 

Committee, Governing bodies of 

Schools, Boards of Hospices, 

Committees of Voluntary Bodies, 

Friends and hospital visiting 

services, fundraising for Charities, 

etc, etc. In their professional lives 

people are active in health, social 

services, teaching, higher 

education, probation service, 

printing, aviation, computing, 

business and commerce. The 

understanding, knowledge and 

skills developed in all these 

activities makes Our Lady of 

Lourdes a rich source of expertise 

and support for its own 

community members, its parish 

and the life of the wider 

community. 

The congregation needs to be 

resourceful and creative since it 

inevitably faces challenges as 

circumstances require, the loss of 

a dear friend and parishioner, a 

family moving on and taking our 

only altar server with them, new 

legislation or a plea for our 

generosity. These challenges tend 

to be met spontaneously, by team 

effort or the grace of God. The 

Wheatley congregation do 

however have some aspirations to 

fulfil. Little work has been carried 

out on the basic structure of the 

building since the bam was 

converted and attention is needed 

to modernise the facilities. It is 

also believed to have very good 

acoustics and the potential to serve 

broader community purposes as an 

auditorium for music and poetry 

readings. Achieving this would 

help Our Lady of Lourdes make a 

bigger contribution to the social 

life of the area and bring us to the 

notice of non-Christians. 

Discussion about what should be 

done and how it will be funded is 

on-going but it is hoped that when 

the plans are drawn up they will 

reflect our confidence in the future 

and desire to make “Our Lady of 

Lourdes” a centre for Catholicism 

and the life of Wheatley of which 

the Parish and the Diocese can 

also be proud. 
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