
Rev. Arthur Sturges (1840-1909) 

Reverend Arthur Sturges 1840 - 1909 was the ninth son of John Sturges of 

London. He graduated from Trinity College, Cambridge in 1863 and became Curate 

of Chipping Campden, Glos, from 1884 - 1866. His eldest brother, Reverend Simon 

Sturges, was the eldest of nine sons of John Sturges of London. He graduated 

from Magdalen Hall Oxford (Magdalen College) in 1845 took Holy Orders and 

became perpetual curate and then Vicar of Knowl Hill Berks. He had one son 

Herbert Court Sturges and 8 daughters one of whom was Alice who gave the 

donation to the Wingfield. 

From 1866 to 1871 Rev. Arthur Sturges was curate to his brother, Rev. Simon 

Sturges, at Wargrave. After this he became Vicar of Kidmore End from 1871 - 

1889. He moved to Wheatley and was Vicar there from 1889 - 1907, and Rural 

Dean of Cuddesdon for the 12 years before retirement. 

He took Alice, his niece, with him as housekeeper: probably to Kidmore End, but 

certainly she was with him during the 18 years in Wheatley and during his brief 

retirement in Marston from 1907 to 1909. They both remained single, and 

devoted themselves to parish work particularly looking after the needs of the less 

fortunate. Arthur was a great scholar, a fine musician, and has been described by 

one of his parishioners as both spiritually-minded and very kindly. Both he and 

Alice taught at the village school in Wheatley as well as running a very large 

Sunday School: it was said that any child taught by the Vicar was most fortunate. 

Sadly Arthur Sturges was no business man, and as he would always respond to 

requests for help, unscrupulous persons took advantage of this characteristic. It 

is thought that he never used his stipend as Vicar of Wheatley, but devoted it to 

good causes in the Parish in a very inconspicuous way. 

When his brother Simon died in 1889, Arthur erected altar rails in Wheatley 

Parish Church in memory of him and a b. Sturges Esq (possibly Decimus Sturges 

who may have been the 10th son of John and therefore another brother)



Reverend Arthur retired in 1907 and went to live at 'Norcots', Elsfield Road, Marston 

with Alice as housekeeper and companion. He died in 1909 and is buried at Wheatley 

near the East end of the church. The impressive Lych-gate was put up in his memory. 

Miss Alice Sturges gave a donation of £1000 in 1931 in memory of Reverend Simon 

Sturges, Reverend Arthur Sturges and Reverend Herbert Sturges. A women's ward 

was called Sturges ward as a result. 

Alice Sturges 1844 - 1939 lived with her Uncle Arthur at Kidmore End, Wheatley and 

finally in his retirement at Marston. Little is known about her life or character as she 

lived in the shadow of her elders until 1909 when she reached the age of 65. She may 

have lived on in Marston for three years or possibly moved to Linden House with her 

sister-in-law but her name appears in 'Kelly's Oxford Directory in 1912 as residing at 

'Upcott', Bickerton Road, Headington 

Her name also appears in very early issues of Highfield Church magazine as a 'visitor' 

for the London Road area. 

A Mr 'Son' Ryman remembered her as his first Sunday School teacher in 1910. 

Reverend Colson was the first vicar of Highfields and was closely involved with the 

Wingfield Convalescent Home and its use as a Military Hospital in 1914 and the work of 

G.R. Girdlestone. 

Alice therefore knew a great deal about the hospital and its money problems. 

Two of her sisters, Mary Ellen and Margaret Ethel lived in Jesmond Cottage in Old 

Headington next to Linden house which eventually was given to the enclosed order of 

the Dominican Nuns (now the Convent of the Sacred Heart) 

Alice moved house in Bickerton Road when she was 92 years old and lived there for 

another three years. An entry in the Parish Magazine records the date of her funeral 

as Nov 2nd 1939 

The Reverend Arthur Sturges was Vicar of Wheatley from 1889 - 1907. He is buried in the 

Wheatley churchyard. (NB there is an error on the stone stating that he was born on May 

14th 1889, but all other evidence states that May 1889 was the date of his induction) 

A. letter from the Vicar of Cuddesdon, Rev. John Octavius Johnstone, to Rev. Curry, written 

on May 29th, 1909, and printed in the Wheatley Parish Magazine, indicates how highly Mr 

Sturges was regarded in the Parish: 

My dear Curry, 

How sudden is this news of your predecessor’s death! I had not even heard of his illness. 

Only a few days ago I had a long bright letter from him. It is quite impossible to use the 



word 'sad' about his passing away. His task, as a labourer in the vineyard ended when he left 

Wheatley; and he knew it: and to him the loss of work was a greater burden than any amount 

of work that he could do. So we cannot think that he would have wished for many days here 

in the solemn waiting. His heart was always in his old parish, where his gentleness, kindness, 

generosity, and thoughtfulness had made so many friends happy; and it is truly appropriate 

that his body should find its last resting place in the Wheatley churchyard. 

Yours sincerely 

J. O. Johnston 

The funeral was at 6 pm on Whit Monday. The whole service was taken by the Bishop. A large 

number of clergy from the rural deanery and the greater part of the parishioners were 

present, testifying how much Mr Sturges was beloved. The full choir attended. Psalm 90, 

hymn 401, and the Nunc Dimittis were sung in the church, and Mr Sturges' favourite Vesper 

Hymn at the graveside. Mr A. Sheldon, in the absence of Mr Leyshon, through bereavement, 

played the organ. The grave was lined with ferns and ivy by Miss Parker and the Misses Sale. 

The Parishioners, the choir, and bell-ringers sent two beautiful wreaths. The deepest 

sympathy was shown throughout the parish for Miss Sturges and the members of the late 

Vicar's family. 

A muffled peal was rung after the service by the bell ringers, as a mark of respect for their 

late Vicar. 

Mr Bayley remembered, when he was a schoolboy, the Vicar came to school once or twice a 

week and took the Scripture lessons. He was a very kindly man and liked by most people - 

church or chapel. His sister organised the coal and clothing clubs and the children brought 

3d or 6d a week which was collected until Christmas. 


