
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FAMILIES FEAR 
LIVES AT RISK

THESE families, worried 
about speeding traffic, had 
a strong message for 
council officials — “Must 
someone die before 
something is done?”, 
writes Fidelma Tripp. 

Parents in Beech Road and 
Farm Close Road, Wheatley, 
feared for their children’s lives 
if cars and lorries were allowed 
to continue thundering down 
narrow estate roads. 

They posed for Oxford Mail 

photographer Clive 
Postlethwaite outside their 
homes in October 1976. 

Traffic had started using the 
two roads as a short cut when 
a road gate was removed three 
years earlier. 

Since then, the volume of 
cars, vans and lorries had 
increased. 

Drivers on their way to the 
Cowley car works used the 
route to avoid the village one-
way system. 

Resident Margaret Rogers 

told the Mail at the time: “We 
have seen several near misses. 

“I’m afraid that I won’t be 
surprised when one of my 
children is hit.” 

The families lived on an 
open-plan estate, with no 
fences, and mothers feared 
their children might stray near 
the road despite constant 
warnings. 

Another resident, Julia 
Hall, said: “We always feel that 
there is a chance that the 
children might play too close 

to the road.” 
Her neighbour Rita Honey 

said: “Traffic goes too fast. We 
must have something that 
stops drivers doing so.” 

The families came up with 
their own solutions — closing 
the road, reducing the speed 
limit to 20mph, putting up 
‘Children Playing’ signs and 
installing road humps. 

There was a stormy 
exchange between parish 
councillors and residents at a 
meeting at the Merry Bells 

community centre, during 
which chairman Peter Audley-
Miller was invited to see the 
problem first hand and “be 
scraped off the road 
afterwards”. 

They agreed to ask an 
Oxfordshire County Council 
traffic expert to a meeting to 
discuss what could be done. 

Parish councillor Derek 
Coleman was sympathetic. 

He said: “The one-way 
system has thrown a lot of 
traffic through their estate. 

They are rightly upset.” 
The county council turned 

down their plea, but later 
changed its mind, introducing 
a 20mph speed limit, humps 
and warning signs after 
further pressure from 
villagers. 

Where are the protesting 
families now? Drop me a line.

Memory Lane is written and compiled by John Chipperfield 
Do you have any memories you would like to share with readers? Write to John at Memory Lane, Oxford Mail, Osney Mead, Oxford, 0X2 OEJ 
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