
The King and Queen 

The first reference is in 1702 

In 1756 Charles Wakelin, landlord of the King and Queen was one of a number of Oxfordshire 
licensees who banded together in a scheme for the discovery, punishment and future prevention 
(as much as possible) of all murder, robbery, theft and all manner of invasion of property within 
the County of Oxon. A copy of :he scheme was displayed in the licensed houses and a letter 
advertising it was signed by the licensees and published in Jackson's Oxford Journal, from 
whom a copy could be purchased for one shilling. The scheme was devised following the brutal 
murder of an elderly publican and his wife by thieves at Hopcroft's Halt on the Oxford to 
Banbury road. 

At one time within living memory the Wheatley Feast was held in the yard here (or at the White 
Hart) in September or October. A hand-wound roundabout and organ was brought by Mr 
Butterworth. A Mr Solaway used to set up his stall with bread and sausages and his call was 
"One and bread a penny". One year someone tied a rope to his stall and attached it to the 
roundabout so that his wares were scattered and he never came to Wheatley Feast again. Mrs 
Cripps, of the Windmill, used to be an attraction to the children with her frock with a hundred 
pockets for a lucky dip. 

The licensees from 1869 - 1891 were Mrs Elizabeth Fenn and her second husband Mr Stanley. 
Mr Bott, who was brought up by them, remembered that she used to rule the customers very 
firmly. She would take care of the old men's money so that they did not spend it all on drink 
and would issue them a little to go shopping in St. Clements. Mr Bott was not allowed to attend 
Sunday School, because he came from a public house. 

The following licensees are known: 

1754 C. Wakelin 
1758 D. Beasley 
1770 James Parker (from the Three Cups, Oxford) 
1785 Mary Parker or John Harper – records conflict 
1813-at least 1839 John Allsopp or John Allsop, plumber and glazier  
1846 John Tombs, victualler and tailor 
1869-1875 Mrs Elizabeth Fenn (nee Bott) 
1876-1891 Charles Stanley (1834-1893) 
1899 Charles Heath (in 1883 gardener and groom at the Vicarage) 
1936-1956 John Bernard Perkins (son-in-law of Charles Heath) 
1966 G. Higgins 

 


